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SUBJECT:     BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2025-2026  
 
REPORT TO:   MOSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
DATE OF MEETING:     13th November 2024 
 
REPORTING OFFICER:     Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
 
  
 
1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The majority of the Parish Council’s annual budget is raised through the Precept.  This is an amount 
paid by each household in the parish, through their Council Tax payment, which is determined by 
the Parish Council. 
 
The Precept income is often supplemented through grants. 
 
In November each year, the Parish Council begins the process of forward planning in preparation 
for setting a work plan, budget and Precept for the following Council year, which runs from April to 
March. 
 
Councillors suggest and debate potential new projects, services or activities and discuss and debate 
whether to revise aspects of the Parish Council’s work. 
 
A draft budget to deliver the work plan was prepared and presented to the Parish Council in 
November. 
 
The Precept (that amount of the Council Tax which is collected on behalf of the Parish Council by 
Cheshire East Council) is determined by the budget required. 
 
If there are further refinements and adjustments, the final draft Budget will be presented to the Parish 
Council at its January meeting.   
 
The latest date for the precept request to Cheshire East Council is Friday, 17 th January 2025. 
 
2. FORWARD PLANNING 2025-2026 
Members to consider the suggested 2025-2026 Budget detailed below, together with the preceding 
Taxbase information, in order to agree a Precept for the next Financial Year:- 
  

Budget Head Total Budget Allocated 
2024-2025 

£ Balance at 
251024 

Proposed Budget 
2025-2026 

Salary £1,726.38 £3,800.00 £2,073.62 £4,000.00 

Notes:  This accounts for a spinal column point increase and also the national pay rise. 
 

General Admin £122.46 £250.00 £127.54 £275.00 

Notes:  This includes general administration, such as Microsoft 365; reimbursements for Land Registry; 
printer ink 
 

Information Commissioner    £40.00 

Notes: This is a statutory payment, so a new Budget Head is proposed 
 

Website/ICT Costs £528.00 £550.00 £22.00 £625.00 

Notes:  The proposed Budget includes a prudent increase in costs. 
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Insurance £251.97 £625.00 £373.03 £400.00 

Notes:  The existing budget was over estimated and the proposed budget is reduced. 
 

Payroll Costs £207.60 £300.00 £92.40 £300.00 

Notes:  It is anticipated that this Budget should remain the same. 
 

Audit Fees (Internal) £126.00 £150.00 £24.00 £150.00 

Notes:  It is anticipated that this Budget should remain the same. 
 

Subscriptions £106.40 £395.00 £288.60 £310.00 

Notes:  It is anticipated that this Budget should reduce to £200.00. 
 

Meeting Room Hire £50.00 £150.00 £100.00 £150.00 

Notes:  It is anticipated that this Budget should remain the same. 
 

Training £0.00 £100.00 £100.00 £120.00 

Notes:  It is anticipated that this Budget should be increased to accommodate any training for potential 
new Councillors 

 

Parish Improvements/Events £308.00 £1,000.00 £692.00 £1,600.00 

Notes:  It is anticipated that this Budget should remain the same. 
 

Chair's Fund £0.00 £30.00 £30.00 £30.00 

Notes:  It is anticipated that this Budget should remain the same. 
 

 £3,426.81 £7,350.00 £3,923.19 £8,000.00 

 
3. PRECEPT 
Cheshire East Council is due to fix its Taxbase for the financial year 2025/26 by Resolution of the 
Council on the 11th December 2024. The taxbase for Moston Parish Council area is likely to be: 
 

2025/26 Taxbase 187.05 

 
To clarify, the figure of 187.05 represents the number of properties in Moston that are liable to pay 
Council Tax 
 
For comparison purposes, Moston’s previous year’s taxbase and Precept was: 
 

2024/25 Taxbase 177.50 

2024/25 Precept £7,500 

2024/25 Band D 
Equivalent 

£42.25 

 
4. POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
(i) Due to the increase in Taxbase, from 177.50 to 187.50, if Moston Parish Council RETAINS 

THE SAME Band D Equivalent sum per household, it will request a Precept in the sum of 
£7,902.86. 
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(ii) If Moston Parish Council INCREASES the 2024-2025 Band D Equivalent figure by 1.5% 
the Precept per household will be £42.88, which represents an increase of £0.63 per 
property, for the year.  This will attract a Precept in the sum of £8,020.70 
 

(iii) If Moston Parish Council INCREASES the 2024-2025 Band D Equivalent figure by 2.5% 
the Precept per household will be £43.30, which represents an increase of £1.06 per 
property, for the year.  This will attract a Precept in the sum of £8,099.27 
 

(iv) If Moston Parish Council INCREASES the 2024-2025 Band D Equivalent figure by 3.5% 
the Precept per household will be £43.73, which represents an increase of £1.48 per 
property, for the year.  This will attract a Precept in the sum of £8,179.70 
 

(v) If Moston Parish Council INCREASES the 2024-2025 Band D Equivalent figure by 4.5% 
the Precept per household will be £44.15, which represents an increase of £1.90 per 
property, for the year.  This will attract a Precept in the sum of £8,258.26 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That Moston Parish Council authorises the Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to submit a 
Precept Request for 2025-2026 to Cheshire East Council, for the sum of £8,020.70. 


