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Historically, Moston was a township in the ancient parish of Warmingham along with Tetton and Elton, 

which itself was part of the Northwich Hundred. A “Hundred” being an ancient term given to a group of 

parishes within a county of which there were seven in Cheshire in 1840.  

 In 1866 Moston became a civil parish which was abolished in 1936 to become part of Tetton. Under a 

reorganisation in 1970, the name of Moston re-emerged after an amalgamation of Tetton & 

Elton…perhaps a literal “middle of the road” decision to avoid the Tetton or Elton argument for the new 

name? 

 

 

This report will focus on the primary ownership, Lord of the Manor so to speak, of the historic township of 

Moston which was eventually sold off in the early 20th century. The vast majority of the remainder of the 

Warmingham parish was part of the Crewe Estate which was also sold in the period 1915-1918. 

The table below shows that in 1840, the Parish of Warmingham contained nearly five thousand acres of 

land predominantly owned by Lord Crewe. The Township of Moston, nearly seven hundred acres however 

was under separate ownership which arose from the tenure of the Venables-Vernon family who were 

Lords of the Manor going back many hundreds of years. 

It can be seen though that by 1840, the Manor was held by Lawrence Armitstead who by then owned half 

of the township, and was dominated by two farms, Moston Manor Farm itself and Greenbank Farm. 

The coming pages will trace through the ownership from the Vernon’s up until the point it was broken up 

in 1910. 



 

The ownership of the manor can be traced back through the archives and the ownership from 1780 can be 

summarised as below :- 

 

Chapter Years of 
Ownership 

Years Name Lived Transfer 
Method 

Approx 
Acres 

1 1780-1801 21 George Venables-Vernon 
 

1735-1813 Assent 470 

2 1801-1815 14 Rev John Armitstead 
 

1764-1814 Sale 430 

3 1815-1847 
 

32 Laurence Armitstead 1791-1874 Assent 350 

4 1847-1851 4 Jacob Bright  
 

1775-1851 Sale 350 

5 1851-1910 
 

59 Trustees of J Bright Dec’d n/a Trust Deed 340 

 

It can be shown that none of the above owners ever lived in Moston, leaving it to their land agents to 

manage the farms and other land. Having said that, historically some of the Vernon family descendants 

lived in the parish and in the 1840 tithe assessment, Lord Vernon still maintained ownership of roughly 100 

acres of land, predominantly Fields Farm off Dragon’s Lane. 

An appendix shows a chronological list of owners and tenants at the two principal farms on the estate, 

Moston Manor and Greenbank Farm. 

 

  



 

Chapter 1 – Lord George Vernon-Venables (1735-1813) 

 

The Vernon-Venables family were an ancient Family who can be traced back 1,000 years with William 
de Vernon coming over to England at the time of the Norman Conquest .  

The family had many branches in Cheshire and it was said that Dragon’s Lane derived its name from 
one of the early Venables. 

 

 

 

George Venables-Vernon, 2nd Baron Vernon (9 May 1735 – 18 June 1813), was the 2nd Baron Vernon of 
Kinderton in Middlewich.  

He acceded to the title in 1780 after the death of his father George Venables-Vernon, first Baron 
Vernon of Kinderton a peerage created in 1762. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Venables-Vernon,_1st_Baron_Vernon


Sudbury Hall, Derbyshire George Vernon-Venables  
 

He inherited the family seat at Sudbury Hall in Derbyshire in 1780 on the death of his father. Bradwall 

Hall, near Sandbach, Cheshire, was also owned by the Barons Vernon until it was conveyed to John 

Latham (1761–1843), president of the Royal College of Physicians. 

As with many of the country houses, Sudbury Hall was eventually passed to the National Trust and is 

open to the public and well known for its Museum of Childhood. 

For the period after about 1765 until the Manor was sold, some estate records and accounts are held 
at Cheshire Archives (Ref DVC 2509/2 and DMD K-11) which help to build up a picture. 

Perhaps the most illuminating of the documents is a valuation of the estate which was carried out in 

the year 1783 which gives a total valuation of just over £12,000 with annual rents of £470. 

 

The table below shows the major rents for the year 1783-84 known as “Rack Rents” which essentially 

means the tenant would be paying the full market value which would be open to revision. Other rents 

shown are “Reserved” where the tenant pays a fixed amount each year for the term of his life and 

perhaps others. Finally “At Will” rents are charged annually on land pending a new long term lease 

being agreed.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudbury_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bradwall_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bradwall_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandbach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Latham_(1761%E2%80%931843)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Latham_(1761%E2%80%931843)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sudbury_Hall_-_north-east_view.jpg


 

 



 

 
 

 
Part of overall rents 
received came from the 
canal company. Some six 
years earlier in 1777 the 
Trent & Mersey Canal was 
opened after an act of 
parliament was passed in 
1766.  
 
The main driver behind the 
need for the canal was the 
pottery companies in Stoke 
on Trent and indeed it was 
Josiah Wedgewood who 
dug out the first sod of turf 
to begin the project. 
 
I do wonder what Lord 
Vernon thought of this 
decree as it would be 
debateable whether the 
benefits of the canal to him 
personally would outweigh 
the disruption it would 
have on his estate. 
 
Nevertheless, once the act 
was passed, the matter was 
out of his hands and Lord 
Vernon’s (The 1st Baron at 
the time) only recourse 
would be to argue for 
higher compensation.  
 
Seven of Lord Vernon’s 
tenants in Moston were 
affected and I guess it is 
these people who were 
most severely impacted. 
James Barrow of Crow’s 
Nest Farm lost the most 
land, but to be fair this only 
amounted to about 5% of 
his land. 
 
In all, the canal took nearly 
3 acres of land at a price of 
about £150. Canal rent of 
£2pa was perhaps then not 
a particularly good deal…… 
 

 

 
 

 



Valuation of Moston 1783 

 

The estate accounts show that the surveyor, a Mr John Smith charged over £10 for his work and was 
given board at Moston Manor, the home of Thomas Lowe. 



 

 

 
 

 
In all probability, the valuation of Moston was undertaken 
as a result of the death of the first Baron George Vernon-
Venables.  
 
The first Baron (opposite) also of Sudbury Hall lived from 
1709-1780.  
 
He was a Member of Parliament for over 30 years, Firstly 
for Lichfield and later for Derby. 
 
He had three wives and at least 12 children (A son 
Edward Harcourt from his second marriage became 
Archbishop of York)  
 
Besides the normal constraint of primogeniture, there 
would have been quite some demand on his estate.  
 
This view is borne out by parts of Moston being sold in the 
ensuing years. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
The article opposite 
shows the estate was 
first put up for sale in 
1787 but for reasons 
unknown, the sale did 
not complete. 
 
Lord Vernon accounts 
for 1790 show the first 
actual sale of property 
but the vast majority of 
the land sold took 
place in 1801 when the 
manor was sold to the 
Reverend John 
Armitstead  
 
Only Fields Farm being 
retained by the 
Vernons as previously 
mentioned. 
 

 

 
 



Chapter 2 – Reverend John Armitstead (1764-1814) 

The family of John Armitstead originated from Yorkshire and were descended from a long line of Yeoman 

farmers. Indeed John maintained in interest in the area holding property there and at one time being 

curate of Bawtry near Doncaster.  

 

 
Source : Betley Parish Marriages 1787 

 
From 1784 to 1788 he was a curate at Betley, Staffordshire where he met and married Catherine Fenton, 
the heiress of John Fenton of Betley Court. After a few other positions, he eventually settled in 
Middlewich where unfortunately after having given him 7 children, his wife died, in 1798, possibly from 
complications of childbirth. 
 

 

It was from this marriage that John Armitstead inherited significant wealth and certainly this will have been 

the predominant factor that allowed him to purchase the Moston estate from Lord Vernon  along with 

property in Middlewich (The 1808 Land Tax return for Middlewich show that he owned 4 properties on 

Lewin Street).  

In addition, he also purchased the advowson of Sandbach (the right to appoint a clergyman upon a 

vacancy) possibly with the intention of eventually becoming vicar of Sandbach once the position became 

vacant). In 1799, he married again and had three further children. 

In 1809 he became the curate of Goostrey within the parish of Sandbach and in 1814 he continued to 

spend his wealth by purchasing Cranage Hall in Goostrey. Unfortunately he had little time to enjoy the 

property as he died on 24th August in the same year aged 50. 

 

Source : Goostrey Parish Burials for 1814 

 



The sale agreement for John Armitstead to purchase the Manor Moston was signed on 16th January 1801 

with completion due on Lady Day (25th March) the next year subject to the payment of the consideration 

monies.  

 

Source : Chester Archives Extract from Moston Sale Document 1801 Ref DMD-K-11 

 

 

Signature of Rev John Armitstead taken from the sale agreement for Moston Manor 

Reviewing the sale agreement, it appears that the sale of the Manor of Moston was completed in various 

tranches per the table below rather than having a single transaction date for the whole transaction.  



Date 
 

Tenant Price Current Location 

11th Nov 1801 
 

Samuel Kettell £1,000 The Willows plus 33 acres of land 

11th Nov 1801 
 

n/a £60 A single additional field, 2 acres 

25th Nov 1802 
 

Thomas Lowe £7,900 Moston Manor, Cottages, Land etc 

25th Mar 1803 
 

James Barrow £940 Crows Nest and Moston House Farms 

 

The farm tenant at Moston Manor under George Vernon was Thomas Lowe but he died shortly after the 

sale to be replaced by Thomas Palin (1802-1808), John Hulme (1809-1825), Richard Leech (1826- c1835), 

and finally James Buckley who was in situ when the tithe apportionments were drawn up. 

 

 
Source : Chester Chronicle 8th July 1808 

 
The above position 
continued for about 5 years 
until 1808 when George 
Vernon decided to sell a 
further farm (now known as 
Greenbank). 
 
The sale notice opposite 
shows that Lord Vernon sold 
the farm with 85 acres of 
land which at the time would 
have been a substantial 
farm. 
 
The land tax records of 1809 
confirm that John 
Armitstead was the new 
owner  
 
Indeed, Henry Arden who 
already had an excellent 
reputation became his new 
tenant. 
 
It is unclear what the 
purchase price was but 
based on the previous sale, 
it must have been in the 
region of £3-£4,000. 
 
I wonder how often John 
Armitstead took time off his 
work to use his pew at 
Warmingham Church! 
 



The Land Tax returns for the years 1808 and 1809 confirm the changes in ownership 

 

 
Extract of Land Tax Return for Moston 1808 

 

 
Extract of Land Tax Return for Moston 1809 

 
Land tax returns 
are in general 
quite useful in 
tracking changes of 
ownership in 
properties as year 
to year, the tax 
payable on a 
property generally 
remains constant. 
 
In 1808, we can 
see that Lord 
Vernon still held 
Fields Farm (Peter 
Hodgkinson) and 
Greenbank Farm 
(Henry Arden) 
 
A year later, 
Greenbank  Farm 
had been passed 
to Rev Armitstead. 
It can also be seen 
that the tenancy of 
Moston Manor 
passed from 
Thomas Palin to 
John Hulme in the 
same period. 
 

 

 

 

 

  



Chapter 3 – Lawrence Armitstead (1791-1874) 

On the death of his father in 1814, the extensive property estate was left to Lawrence Armitstead, the 

eldest son from his first marriage, which included the Moston estate, Cranage Hall, and other property in 

Cheshire and Yorkshire. 

The advowson of Sandbach was left to his son John who became vicar of Sandbach and between Father, 

Son and Grandson the Reverend Armitsteads served the town for well over 100 years and were very active 

in its development to the town it is today, for example the new boys school built in 1851. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

John Armitstead (1801-1865) John R Armitstead (1829-1819) John H Armitstead (1868-1941) 

Vicar 1828-1865  Vicar 1865-1919 Vicar 1919-1941 

 

Upon taking his inheritance, the last thing on the mind of Lawrence Armitstead was resting on his laurels 

and within a few years he had started on many significant building projects and expansion of his land 

estate. 

The plans to develop his estate also included the Moston estate with significant building works taking place 

in the 1820’s to include 

• Rebuilding of Moston Manor House for Richard Leech 

• Rebuilding of Greenbank farm for Henry Arden 

• Building of Moston Mill alongside the Trent & Mersey Canal  

To support this development, a brickworks was built on land off Dragon’s Lane near to the Mill, this name 

lives on as Brick Bank Farm. 

At the end of the 1820s, for an unknown reason but perhaps to fund further development elsewhere, the 

Moston Estate was but up for sale but the outcome of this was that only a small part of the estate was 

sold, notably Moston House Farm (to John Boston) and Crow’s Nest Farm (to William Mellor of Smallwood) 

Such was Lawrence’s rise up the social ladder, by 1829, he was mixing with the upper echelons of society 

as High Sherriff of Cheshire and had deemed it necessary to register his own coat of arms. This represents 

a significant change in social status from the time his father became a curate in Betley some 30 years 

earlier 



 

 

 
 

 

 
Source : Chester Chronicle 10th April 1829 

 

If the development in Moston was significant, then the activity in Cranage and the surrounding area was 

profound. Firstly in 1828 he demolished Cranage Hall and rebuilt it in a tudor revival style to his own liking 

and virtually as we see it today. 

 

 

 
 

 

Given the close proximity of time, it does look like the intention was to sell the Moston Estate in 1829 to 

fund the this work and other property purchases. In 1829, at a total cost of £55,000 he purchased the 

estates of Thomas Bayley Hall to include the Lordship of Cranage and The Hermitage, Cotton Hall including 

its Lordship and many other buildings in and around Holmes Chapel.  



 

In the end for reasons unknown, only parts of the estate were sold mainly Crows Nest Farm and Moston 

House Farm were disposed of, leaving him with about 50% of the Township.  

Analysis of the Tithe Maps show that by 1840, Lawrence Armitstead owned over 2,000 acres of land. Five 

years later, the Moston Estate was put up for sale. It is a shame that few archival records of Lawrence 

Armitstead survive. 

 

  Analysis of Tithe Map Apportionments for Lawrence Armitstead esq 



 
 

 
 

 
Lawrence Armitstead married Harriet 
Massie, the daughter of a Reverend and she 
bore him 2 daughters before dying young 
 

 
Chester Chronicle – 22 July 1836 
 

Lawrence’s half brother John married 
Harriet’s elder sister Susan.  
 
Despite being often described as “sickly” 
Lawrence lived to a grand age of 83 and 
died in 1874. 
 

 
The Hour – 7th Nov 1874 

 
His estate was left to his daughter Agnes (a 
spinster as was her sister). Both sisters died 
relatively young in their forties. 
 
On her death, the estate passed to her 
Cousin, John Richard Armitstead, the rector 
of Sandbach. 
 

  



Chapter 4 – Jacob Bright (1775-1851) 
 

 
 

 

 
1809 Quaker marriage to Martha Wood 

 

Jacob Bright originated from Coventry but moved to Rochdale in his 20s. His first wife died young and he 
secondly married Martha Wood in 1809 and she bore him eleven children. 
 
In demonstrating his aptitude and securing capital from friends, he set up his first mill in 1809 and this 
enterprise grew at a fast rate to become the largest cotton producer in Rochdale and taking advantage of 
the “cottonopolis” market in Manchester. 
 

 

 
Perhaps this 
article will give 
an 
Idea of the 
extent of his 
operations in 
Rochdale. 
 
This incident 
occurred a mere 
7 years before 
he purchased 
the Moston 
estate so he 
must have 
recovered the 
position very 
quickly or more 
likely already 
had built up his 
wealth 

 

 
Source : Manchester Times 14th April 1858 

 



Jacob Bright had a large family and his children were very successful in life. As the 19th century continued, 

his family (who were Quakers) became more involved with political matters. Two of his sons became very 

successful politicians. 

 

John Bright a British Radical and Liberal statesman, 
one of the greatest orators of his generation and a 
promoter of free trade policies. 

A Quaker, Bright is most famous for battling the Corn 
Laws. In partnership with Richard Cobden, he 
founded the Anti-Corn Law League, aimed at 
abolishing the Corn Laws, which raised food 
prices and protected landowners' interests by levying 
taxes on imported wheat.  

The Corn Laws were repealed in 1846.  

Bright sat in the House of Commons from 1843 to 
1889, promoting free trade, electoral reform and 
religious freedom. He was almost a lone voice in 
opposing the Crimean War.  

He saw himself as a spokesman for the middle class 
and strongly opposed the privileges of the landed 
aristocracy. He coined the phrase "The mother of 
parliaments." And “Flogging a dead Horse” 

 

 

 
 

 

Jacob Bright was born at Green Bank 
near Rochdale, Lancashire. He was the fourth of 
eleven children of Jacob Bright and Martha Wood.  

His father was a Quaker and had established 
a cotton-spinning business at Fieldhouse. His elder 
brother, John Bright, was a radical politician. 

His sister, Priscilla Bright McLaren, campaigned 
for women's rights and supported women’s suffrage.  

Jacob Bright was educated at the Friends School 
in York before entering the family business of John 
Bright & Brothers, cotton-spinners.  

Bright and his brother Thomas managed the firm, and 
by 1885 the business had expanded into carpet 
manufacture.  

He was also responsible for introducing the linotype 
machine to England. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radicals_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberal_Party_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_trade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quaker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corn_Laws
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corn_Laws
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Cobden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Corn_Law_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_prices
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_prices
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Commons_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimean_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_mother_of_parliaments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_mother_of_parliaments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rochdale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lancashire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quaker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Bright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priscilla_Bright_McLaren
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linotype_machine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linotype_machine


By 1840 Jacob Bright senior had effectively retired and had passed over his mills to his sons and a new mill 

was opened in 1845. By this time, the company “John Bright & Brothers Limited” was employing thousands 

of people in Rochdale. 

 

Source : Manchester Timers 18th July 1845 

It was perhaps the freeing up of capital from business interests which allowed him to purchase the Moston 

estate at auction in December 1845.  

He never actually lived in Moston choosing to stay in Rochdale. Incidentally, his home Rose Hill was located 

at Greenbank in Rochdale which must surely be the inspiration and derivation for the farm in Moston 

 

Source : 1851 Census National Archives 

It is unclear why he chose Moston or indeed what the long term plans were however these issues are 

perhaps immaterial as within 3m of the census, and five years after the purchase, he had died. 

 

Source : Manchester Times 12th July 1851  

 



 

 
Source : Cheshire Archives DMK-K-11 
 

The sale actually took place in Manchester, but 
unfortunately, the purchase price doesn’t appear to 
have been reported. A map was provided of the estate 
which has been colour coded below. 

 

 
 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

  



Chapter 5 – Trustees of Jacob Bright (Dec’d) 

The final owner of Moston Manor rather than an individual was a trust, set up under the will of Jacob 

Bright senior who had died in 1851. During his lifetime, the security and wealth of his sons had been 

secured by the transfer of his business assets and as such did not need any further provision. 

So as it was, his will catered for the needs of his daughters. It must be mentioned that his daughters had 

similar political aspirations as their brothers. Priscilla in particular was a strong advocate of women’s 

suffrage and formed the Edinburgh Society for Women’s Suffrage. She had strong support from her 

brothers and they supported proposed acts of law to give rights to women though in general these acts 

were supressed by the then Prime Minister Gladstone. 

It wasn’t until 1882 that the Married Women’s Property Act was passed. Before that time any property 

owned by a single woman would pass to her husband on marriage. I should imagine another reason the 

estate of Jacob Bright was put into trust was to avoid his wealth passing away from his three daughters and 

potentially from his grandchildren. Duncan McLaren certainly did have children from a previous marriage. 

This was the position with his daughters. His eldest daughter had pre-deceased him  

 
Name 

 
Lived 

 
Husband 

 
Occupation 

 
Children 

 
Lived 

Sophia  
 

1813-
1844 

Thomas Ashworth Corn Merchant Ann Ashworth 
Lilias Ashworth 

1842-1921 
1844-1922 

Priscilla 
 

1815-
1906 

Duncan McLaren Politician Charles McLaren 
Helen McLaren 
Walter McLaren 

1850-1934 
1851-1934 
1853-1912 

Margaret 
 

1818-
1890 

Samuel Lucas Politician Samuel B Lucas 
Katherine Lucas 

1840-1919 
1841-1932 

 

 

Extract to title showing main terms of the will of Jacob Bright d1851 

The terms of the will was to divide the estate in trust so that the daughters (or their heirs) could share the 

income equally and to achieve this the estate was split into three separate Lots with a £10,000 settlement 

lump sum to ensure fairness. 

 



Lot Name Description Value in 1857 

1 Ashworth Moston Manor Farm £9,552 

2 McLaren Greenbank £8,393 

3 Lucas The Rest £800 

 

The above arrangement then continued for nearly sixty years and it was probably a combination of the 

death of Priscilla in 1906 and falling returns on agricultural land and perhaps the early death of Thomas 

Sutton, the tenant at Moston Manor Farm that led the trustees to decide it was time to close the trust and 

sell the estate. The sale eventually took place on 31st October 1910. 

 

 
 

 



The sale itself was well attended and indeed well reported in the press. It was held at the Royal Hotel, 

Crewe. One of the attendees was the MP for Crewe, Walter Stowe Bright McLaren who just happened to 

be one of the beneficiaries of the trust. Walters brother Charles was also an MP for Edinburgh by that time 

and eventually became Sir Charles McLaren 1st Baron Aberconway 

 

Lot  Description Purchase Price Purchaser 

1 Moston Manor £7,200* Simon Gleave 

2 The Willows £225 Jacob Mellor 

3 Fields off Plant Lane £400* Harry Ollerhead 

4 Corner Farm £410 Ernest Machin 

5 Moston Green Land £85* Simon Gleave 

6 Greenbank Farm £4,500* Cheshire County Council 

7 Field off Dragons Lane £310 James Moseley 

8 Field off Dragons Lane £679* Simon Gleave 

9 Brickworks £310 Samuel Jackson Limited 

10 Moston Mill £750 W Dutton & Sons 

11 White House & Field £355 Mrs Kay and Mr Poole 

12 Field off Booth Lane £90 Mr Harrison 

13 Yew Tree Farm £225 Mr Smallwood 

Total Moston Manor Estate £15,539*  

*=Assumes withdrawn properties sold for same price as the bidding reached 

 



Detailed descriptions of properties and bidding activity 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Source : Chester Chronicle : 19th November 1910 

 

And so after many 
hundreds of years, the 
estate of Moston was at 
last split up into individual 
components. Given that so 
many of the lots were 
withdrawn at the original 
auction, I should imagine 
the trustees of the estate 
were a little disappointed 
with the final proceeds 
 

 

 

  



Appendix – Chronological List of Owners and Tenants 

 
 

 



Appendix – Property Photos 
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Yew Tree Farm 

 

 

Moston Mill 
 

 

The Willows 

 

 

Corner Farm 

 

 

 



Appendix – Ormerod’s History of the Palatine of Cheshire 
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• Wikipedia                                  – Vernon and Bright Families 
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