THE MANOR OF MOSTON

WELCOME TO

OSTON




Historically, Moston was a township in the ancient parish of Warmingham along with Tetton and Elton,
which itself was part of the Northwich Hundred. A “Hundred” being an ancient term given to a group of
parishes within a county of which there were seven in Cheshire in 1840.

In 1866 Moston became a civil parish which was abolished in 1936 to become part of Tetton. Under a
reorganisation in 1970, the name of Moston re-emerged after an amalgamation of Tetton &

Elton...perhaps a literal “middle of the road” decision to avoid the Tetton or Elton argument for the new
name?
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This report will focus on the primary ownership, Lord of the Manor so to speak, of the historic township of
Moston which was eventually sold off in the early 20™ century. The vast majority of the remainder of the
Warmingham parish was part of the Crewe Estate which was also sold in the period 1915-1918.

The table below shows that in 1840, the Parish of Warmingham contained nearly five thousand acres of
land predominantly owned by Lord Crewe. The Township of Moston, nearly seven hundred acres however

was under separate ownership which arose from the tenure of the Venables-Vernon family who were
Lords of the Manor going back many hundreds of years.

It can be seen though that by 1840, the Manor was held by Lawrence Armitstead who by then owned half
of the township, and was dominated by two farms, Moston Manor Farm itself and Greenbank Farm.

The coming pages will trace through the ownership from the Vernon’s up until the point it was broken up
in 1910.



Ownership of the Warmingham Parish - 1840 |

Laurence

. v Armitstead Lord Crewe Other Grand Total
Warmingham 1,867 163 2,030
Elton 098 30 1,028
Tetton 780 208 088
Moston 336 342 678
Grand Total 336 3,645 742 4,724
% of Total 7% 77% 16%

Source : Tithe Map Data

The ownership of the manor can be traced back through the archives and the ownership from 1780 can be
summarised as below :-

Chapter | Years of | Years Name Lived Transfer Approx
Ownership Method Acres
1 1780-1801 | 21 George Venables-Vernon 1735-1813 Assent 470
2 1801-1815 14 Rev John Armitstead 1764-1814 Sale 430
3 1815-1847 32 Laurence Armitstead 1791-1874 Assent 350
4 1847-1851 4 Jacob Bright 1775-1851 Sale 350
5 1851-1910 59 Trustees of J Bright Dec’d n/a Trust Deed 340

It can be shown that none of the above owners ever lived in Moston, leaving it to their land agents to
manage the farms and other land. Having said that, historically some of the Vernon family descendants
lived in the parish and in the 1840 tithe assessment, Lord Vernon still maintained ownership of roughly 100
acres of land, predominantly Fields Farm off Dragon’s Lane.

An appendix shows a chronological list of owners and tenants at the two principal farms on the estate,
Moston Manor and Greenbank Farm.



Chapter 1 — Lord George Vernon-Venables (1735-1813)

The Vernon-Venables family were an ancient Family who can be traced back 1,000 years with William
de Vernon coming over to England at the time of the Norman Conquest .

The family had many branches in Cheshire and it was said that Dragon’s Lane derived its name from
one of the early Venables.

Round about the beginning of the twelfth century, Moston was
terrorised by a horrifving dragon. According to a contemporary
report, it had triple rows of fangs, flaming eves, and a scaly,
reptilian body. Six claws extended from each foreleg, and its tail
was capable of crushing a bear. To meet this fearsome beast went
forth Thomas Venables, son of Sir Thomas Venables, first cousin of
William the Conqueror. After a lengthy fight, Venables managed to
wound it with arrows before moving in to finish it off with his
sword.

The field where the fight took place was called Dragon’s Lake,
and the Venables family commemorated the achievement in their
coat of arms, which showed a dragon with an arrow in its eye,
killing a child. The coat of arms can be seen carved on a screen in
the Venables Chapel of Middlewich Church.

Frederick Woods, Legends and Traditions of Cheshire, Shiva
Publishing Ltd, 1982, p 22

George Venables-Vernon, 2nd Baron Vernon (9 May 1735 - 18 June 1813), was the 2rd Baron Vernon of
Kinderton in Middlewich.

He acceded to the title in 1780 after the death of his father George Venables-Vernon, first Baron
Vernon of Kinderton a peerage created in 1762.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Venables-Vernon,_1st_Baron_Vernon
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Sudbl;ry Hall,_DeEbyshire George Vernon-Venables

He inherited the family seat at Sudbury Hall in Derbyshire in 1780 on the death of his father. Bradwall
Hall, near Sandbach, Cheshire, was also owned by the Barons Vernon until it was conveyed to John
Latham (1761-1843), president of the Royal College of Physicians.

As with many of the country houses, Sudbury Hall was eventually passed to the National Trust and is
open to the public and well known for its Museum of Childhood.

For the period after about 1765 until the Manor was sold, some estate records and accounts are held
at Cheshire Archives (Ref DVC 2509/2 and DMD K-11) which help to build up a picture.

Perhaps the most illuminating of the documents is a valuation of the estate which was carried out in
the year 1783 which gives a total valuation of just over £12,000 with annual rents of £470.

The table below shows the major rents for the year 1783-84 known as “Rack Rents” which essentially
means the tenant would be paying the full market value which would be open to revision. Other rents
shown are “Reserved” where the tenant pays a fixed amount each year for the term of his life and
perhaps others. Finally “At Will” rents are charged annually on land pending a new long term lease
being agreed.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudbury_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bradwall_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bradwall_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandbach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Latham_(1761%E2%80%931843)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Latham_(1761%E2%80%931843)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sudbury_Hall_-_north-east_view.jpg
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Part of overall rents
received came from the
canal company. Some six
years earlier in 1777 the
Trent & Mersey Canal was
opened after an act of
parliament was passed in
1766.

The main driver behind the
need for the canal was the
pottery companies in Stoke
on Trent and indeed it was
Josiah Wedgewood who
dug out the first sod of turf
to begin the project.

I do wonder what Lord
Vernon thought of this
decree as it would be
debateable whether the
benefits of the canal to him
personally would outweigh
the disruption it would
have on his estate.

Nevertheless, once the act
was passed, the matter was
out of his hands and Lord
Vernon'’s (The 15t Baron at
the time) only recourse
would be to argue for
higher compensation.

Seven of Lord Vernon's
tenants in Moston were
affected and I guess it is
these people who were
most severely impacted.
James Barrow of Crow’s
Nest Farm lost the most
land, but to be fair this only
amounted to about 5% of
his land.

In all, the canal took nearly
3 acres of land at a price of
about £150. Canal rent of

£2pa was perhaps then not
a particularly good deal......




Valuation of Moston 1783

The estate accounts show that the surveyor, a Mr John Smith charged over £10 for his work and was
given board at Moston Manor, the home of Thomas Lowe.




Venables.

1709-1780.

for Lichfield and later for Derby.

Archbishop of York)

ensuing years.

In all probability, the valuation of Moston was undertaken
as a result of the death of the first Baron George Vernon-

The first Baron (opposite) also of Sudbury Hall lived from

He was a Member of Parliament for over 30 years, Firstly

He had three wives and at least 12 children (A son
Edward Harcourt from his second marriage became

Besides the normal constraint of primogeniture, there
would have been quite some demand on his estate.

This view is borne out by parts of Moston being sold in the
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The article opposite
shows the estate was
first put up for sale in
1787 but for reasons
unknown, the sale did
not complete.

Lord Vernon accounts
for 1790 show the first
actual sale of property
but the vast majority of
the land sold took
place in 1801 when the
manor was sold to the
Reverend John
Armitstead

Only Fields Farm being
retained by the
Vernons as previously
mentioned.




Chapter 2 — Reverend John Armitstead (1764-1814)

The family of John Armitstead originated from Yorkshire and were descended from a long line of Yeoman
farmers. Indeed John maintained in interest in the area holding property there and at one time being
curate of Bawtry near Doncaster.

Source : Betley Parish Marriages 1787

From 1784 to 1788 he was a curate at Betley, Staffordshire where he met and married Catherine Fenton,
the heiress of John Fenton of Betley Court. After a few other positions, he eventually settled in
Middlewich where unfortunately after having given him 7 children, his wife died, in 1798, possibly from
complications of childbirth.

It was from this marriage that John Armitstead inherited significant wealth and certainly this will have been
the predominant factor that allowed him to purchase the Moston estate from Lord Vernon along with
property in Middlewich (The 1808 Land Tax return for Middlewich show that he owned 4 properties on
Lewin Street).

In addition, he also purchased the advowson of Sandbach (the right to appoint a clergyman upon a
vacancy) possibly with the intention of eventually becoming vicar of Sandbach once the position became
vacant). In 1799, he married again and had three further children.

In 1809 he became the curate of Goostrey within the parish of Sandbach and in 1814 he continued to
spend his wealth by purchasing Cranage Hall in Goostrey. Unfortunately he had little time to enjoy the
property as he died on 24t™ August in the same year aged 50.
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Source : Goostrey Parish Burials for 1814



The sale agreement for John Armitstead to purchase the Manor Moston was signed on 16 January 1801
with completion due on Lady Day (25t March) the next year subject to the payment of the consideration

monies.
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Source : Chester Archives Extract from Moston Sale Document 1801 Ref DMD-K-11

Signature of Rev John Armitstead taken from the sale agreement for Moston Manor

Reviewing the sale agreement, it appears that the sale of the Manor of Moston was completed in various
tranches per the table below rather than having a single transaction date for the whole transaction.



11t Nov 1801 | Samuel Kettell £1,000 | The Willows plus 33 acres of land
11t Nov 1801 | n/a £60 | A single additional field, 2 acres

25t Nov 1802 | Thomas Lowe £7,900 | Moston Manor, Cottages, Land etc
25t Mar 1803 | James Barrow £940 | Crows Nest and Moston House Farms

The farm tenant at Moston Manor under George Vernon was Thomas Lowe but he died shortly after the
sale to be replaced by Thomas Palin (1802-1808), John Hulme (1809-1825), Richard Leech (1826- c1835),
and finally James Buckley who was in situ when the tithe apportionments were drawn up.
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The Land Tax returns for the years 1808 and 1809 confirm the changes in ownership
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Land tax returns
are in general

quite useful in
tracking changes of
ownership in
properties as year
to year, the tax
payable on a
property generally
remains constant.

In 1808, we can
see that Lord
Vernon still held
Fields Farm (Peter
Hodgkinson) and
Greenbank Farm
(Henry Arden)

A year later,
Greenbank Farm
had been passed
to Rev Armitstead.
It can also be seen
that the tenancy of
Moston Manor
passed from
Thomas Palin to
John Hulme in the
same period.




Chapter 3 — Lawrence Armitstead (1791-1874)

On the death of his father in 1814, the extensive property estate was left to Lawrence Armitstead, the
eldest son from his first marriage, which included the Moston estate, Cranage Hall, and other property in
Cheshire and Yorkshire.

The advowson of Sandbach was left to his son John who became vicar of Sandbach and between Father,
Son and Grandson the Reverend Armitsteads served the town for well over 100 years and were very active
in its development to the town it is today, for example the new boys school built in 1851.

John Armitstead (1801-1865) John R Armitstead (1829-1819) John H Armitstead (1868-1941)

Vicar 1828-1865 Vicar 1865-1919 Vicar 1919-1941

Upon taking his inheritance, the last thing on the mind of Lawrence Armitstead was resting on his laurels
and within a few years he had started on many significant building projects and expansion of his land
estate.

The plans to develop his estate also included the Moston estate with significant building works taking place
in the 1820’s to include

e Rebuilding of Moston Manor House for Richard Leech
e Rebuilding of Greenbank farm for Henry Arden
e Building of Moston Mill alongside the Trent & Mersey Canal

To support this development, a brickworks was built on land off Dragon’s Lane near to the Mill, this name
lives on as Brick Bank Farm.

At the end of the 1820s, for an unknown reason but perhaps to fund further development elsewhere, the
Moston Estate was but up for sale but the outcome of this was that only a small part of the estate was
sold, notably Moston House Farm (to John Boston) and Crow’s Nest Farm (to William Mellor of Smallwood)

Such was Lawrence’s rise up the social ladder, by 1829, he was mixing with the upper echelons of society
as High Sherriff of Cheshire and had deemed it necessary to register his own coat of arms. This represents
a significant change in social status from the time his father became a curate in Betley some 30 years
earlier



‘I'he Assizes for this county, at which, we are con-
cerned to state, there is the unprecedented number o
one hundred qnd ten criminals for . trial, commenced
y:CSte}‘dﬁY' - At ten o'clock in the moming the High
Sheriff, Lawrence Armitstead, Esq. of Cranage, accom-
panied by trumpeters, bailiffs, javelin-men, &c. left
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o Yaan, - nd - tics ps, the Honourable Jus

About eleven o
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ortly afterwards their lordsh

ceeded to the Cathedral, where a most imp:cgse‘;::
mon was delivered by the High Sheriff’s Chaplain
the Rev. John Armitstead, Vicar of Sandbach, from
the 7th chap. of Ecclesiastes, 29th ver. God hath
made man upright, by they have sought oyt many

. »” > \J . .
inventions. t one o'clock their lordships entered

If the development in Moston was significant, then the activity in Cranage and the surrounding area was
profound. Firstly in 1828 he demolished Cranage Hall and rebuilt it in a tudor revival style to his own liking
and virtually as we see it today.

Given the close proximity of time, it does look like the intention was to sell the Moston Estate in 1829 to
fund the this work and other property purchases. In 1829, at a total cost of £55,000 he purchased the
estates of Thomas Bayley Hall to include the Lordship of Cranage and The Hermitage, Cotton Hall including
its Lordship and many other buildings in and around Holmes Chapel.



In the end for reasons unknown, only parts of the estate were sold mainly Crows Nest Farm and Moston
House Farm were disposed of, leaving him with about 50% of the Township.

Analysis of the Tithe Maps show that by 1840, Lawrence Armitstead owned over 2,000 acres of land. Five
years later, the Moston Estate was put up for sale. It is a shame that few archival records of Lawrence
Armitstead survive.

Sandbach Church Hulme
Sandbach Cotton
Sandbach Cranage
Sandbach Twemlow
Warmingham Moston

Analysis of Tithe Map Apportionments for Lawrence Armitstead esq




Township of Moston - Ownership in 1840

Also
First Name Surname Description of Property Occupier? Acres %
Laurence Armitstead Moston Manor, Mill, Greenbank etc 336.5 49.6%
James Skerratt Watch Lane and Ivy Fields Farm 64.8 9.6%
John Boston Moston House Farm, Oakwood Lane Y 52.9 7.8%
University of Cambridge Various Plots near the canal 48.3 7.1%
George Wilbraham Sparrow Grove Farm, Dragons Lane 45.7  6.7%
Edward Vernon Fields Farm, Off Dragons Lane, Moston 42.7  6.3%
Samuel Lewis Walnut Tree Farm, Plant Lane, Moston Y 26.7 3.9%
William Mellor Crows Nest Farm, Mill Lane, Moston 17.6 2.6%
Samuel Skerratt Holly Bank Farm, Booth Lane, Elworth Y 14.7 2.2%
Jlohn Buckley Cherry Farm, Plant Lane, Moston Y 10.2 1.5%
William Harrison 2 fields off Dragons Lane by Fields Farm 8.8 1.3%
Jlohn summerfield Land off Oakwood Lane 5.3 0.8%
Trent & Mersey Canal Canal Towpath & Lock House 2.3 0.3%
George (Rev) Clayton Meadow off Watch Lane (Glebe Land) 1.6 0.2%
John Lewis Oakwood Farmhouse Y 0.3 0.0%
678.4

Armitstead

1801-1865

John R
Armitstead

oLy

o

John
Armitstead
Te4-1g4 1752-1798

Massie
17a8-1882

Frances M
Hornby
1836-1887

Armitstead

Catherine C
Fenton

Harriet Vyse
Massie
1811-1836

Catherine H
Armitstead
1833-1873

Agnes A

18311877

Lawrence Armitstead married Harriet

Massie, the daughter of a Reverend and she

bore him 2 daughters before dying young
17thinst. at Buxton, aged 23, Harriet Vyse, wife of Lawrence

of Cranage Hall, in this county, and sixth
daughter of the Rev, R. Massie, Rector of Eceleston,

Chester Chrc-miclle -22 Jufy i8?:6 -
Lawrence’s half brother John married
Harriet’s elder sister Susan.

Despite being often described as “sickly”
Lawrence lived to a grand age of 83 and
died in 1874.

AR DEATHS.
MI AD.—3lst Oct., at Cranage Hall, Cheshire,
rencd Armistead, Esq., aged 83,

The Hour — 7% Nov 1874

His estate was left to his daughter Agnes (a
spinster as was her sister). Both sisters died
relatively young in their forties.

On her death, the estate passed to her
Cousin, John Richard Armitstead, the rector
of Sandbach.




Chapter 4 — Jacob Bright (1775-1851)

JACOB BRIGHT

1809 Quaker marriage to Martha Wood

Jacob Bright originated from Coventry but moved to Rochdale in his 20s. His first wife died young and he
secondly married Martha Wood in 1809 and she bore him eleven children.

In demonstrating his aptitude and securing capital from friends, he set up his first mill in 1809 and this
enterprise grew at a fast rate to become the largest cotton producer in Rochdale and taking advantage of
the “cottonopolis” market in Manchester.
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likely alread these two wills being counected at one end by & WrRS | ofthe fan sl te, S50, rw throen ant o e
IKely y house, and uuo‘uhntbmuduohlq i IO e afioe o€ Mn. Bright
: : warehouse, g to save the ||pioy; but ws believe,it i the the
had built up his It then became of the utmost importance s “w e night o
wealth o this d“:'powuh hcf:‘l.m'.?‘hm"' w‘:'s-cho- ' g' - u‘y“o h”u.-% b
“ -
field, of Hevbrook. was in the square, four engines ' m
Source : Manchester Times 14" April 1858




Jacob Bright had a large family and his children were very successful in life. As the 19t" century continued,
his family (who were Quakers) became more involved with political matters. Two of his sons became very

successful politicians.

John Bright a British Radical and Liberal statesman,
one of the greatest orators of his generation and a
promoter of free trade policies.

A Quaker, Bright is most famous for battling the Corn
Laws. In partnership with Richard Cobden, he
founded the Anti-Corn Law League, aimed at
abolishing the Corn Laws, which raised food

prices and protected landowners' interests by levying
taxes on imported wheat.

The Corn Laws were repealed in 1846.

Bright sat in the House of Commons from 1843 to
1889, promoting free trade, electoral reform and
religious freedom. He was almost a lone voice in
opposing the Crimean War.

He saw himself as a spokesman for the middle class
and strongly opposed the privileges of the landed
aristocracy. He coined the phrase "The mother of
parliaments." And “Flogging a dead Horse”

The Right Honourable
John Bright

John Bright in the 1870s

President of the Board of Trade

In office
9 December 1868 — 14 January 1871

Jacob Bright was born at Green Bank
near Rochdale, Lancashire. He was the fourth of
eleven children of Jacob Bright and Martha Wood.

His father was a Quaker and had established
a cotton-spinning business at Fieldhouse. His elder
brother, John Bright, was a radical politician.

His sister, Priscilla Bright McLaren, campaigned
for women's rights and supported women’s suffrage.

Jacob Bright was educated at the Friends School
in York before entering the family business of John
Bright & Brothers, cotton-spinners.

Bright and his brother Thomas managed the firm, and
by 1885 the business had expanded into carpet
manufacture.

He was also responsible for introducing the linotype
machine to England.

The Rt Hon.
Jacob Bright

7 Jacob Bright

Member of Parliament for Manchester

In office
1867-1874
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By 1840 Jacob Bright senior had effectively retired and had passed over his mills to his sons and a new mill

was opened in 1845. By this time, the company “John Bright & Brothers Limited” was employing thousands
of people in Rochdale.

Dmm:; AT Messns, Brionr's Facrony.—The large

mill which has for some time been in course of erection
in Rochdale, belonging to the firm of Messrs. John

Bright and Brothers, is now completed : the two engines,
which are sixty horses’ power cach, worked for the first
time on Wednesday the 9th instant; and on Saturday
following an excellent dinner was given by the emplo{cn
to all who had been engaged at the work, amounting,
with their wives, to about two hundred persons. The
repast commenced at six o'clock in the evening, and in
about an hour afterwards Mr. Jacob Bright, _{un. was
called to the chair, and introduced the intellectual part
of the proceedings. The respected chairman began by
congratulating the audience upon the successful comple-
tion of the work in which they had Leen so long engaged;

Source : Manchester Timers 18t July 1845

It was perhaps the freeing up of capital from business interests which allowed him to purchase the Moston
estate at auction in December 1845.

He never actually lived in Moston choosing to stay in Rochdale. Incidentally, his home Rose Hill was located
at Greenbank in Rochdale which must surely be the inspiration and derivation for the farm in Moston

1851 England Census for Jacob Bright

Lancashire » Wardleworth » ALL » i

Source : 1851 Census National Archives

It is unclear why he chose Moston or indeed what the long term plans were however these issues are
perhaps immaterial as within 3m of the census, and five years after the purchase, he had died.
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Source : Manchester Times 12" July 1851



Source : Cheshire Archives DMK-K-11

The sale actually took place in Manchester, but
unfortunately, the purchase price doesn’t appear to
have been reported. A map was provided of the estate
which has been colour coded below.
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Chapter 5 — Trustees of Jacob Bright (Dec’d)

The final owner of Moston Manor rather than an individual was a trust, set up under the will of Jacob
Bright senior who had died in 1851. During his lifetime, the security and wealth of his sons had been
secured by the transfer of his business assets and as such did not need any further provision.

So as it was, his will catered for the needs of his daughters. It must be mentioned that his daughters had
similar political aspirations as their brothers. Priscilla in particular was a strong advocate of women’s
suffrage and formed the Edinburgh Society for Women’s Suffrage. She had strong support from her
brothers and they supported proposed acts of law to give rights to women though in general these acts
were supressed by the then Prime Minister Gladstone.

It wasn’t until 1882 that the Married Women’s Property Act was passed. Before that time any property
owned by a single woman would pass to her husband on marriage. | should imagine another reason the
estate of Jacob Bright was put into trust was to avoid his wealth passing away from his three daughters and
potentially from his grandchildren. Duncan McLaren certainly did have children from a previous marriage.

This was the position with his daughters. His eldest daughter had pre-deceased him

Name Lived | Husband Occupation Children Lived
Sophia 1813- | Thomas Ashworth Corn Merchant Ann Ashworth 1842-1921
1844 Lilias Ashworth 1844-1922
Priscilla 1815- | Duncan Mclaren Politician Charles MclLaren 1850-1934
1906 Helen MclLaren 1851-1934
Walter McLaren 1853-1912
Margaret | 1818- | Samuel Lucas Politician Samuel B Lucas 1840-1919
1890 Katherine Lucas 1841-1932
26tk Juune, 1851, ¥Y WILL of thim date Jucob Fright late of all near Rochdale in the Count ancaster
Gentie gay ) devised
Lhone ) et ¥ eren site at ato 3
e Coy of enter Ir fre 1 elLts cl 5 i
whi the Daae t e iizable
o awald Iaynes o oynton PFarser idawor of o ie sutiar ufnoturer
d Georye fobinson of Vanchenter Teu Dealer Upon the trut following, t wan to
axy
A3 to two third parts of the sald here n trust to rents and
rofits throf unto his daughters "riscilia the wife of Tunearn “elaren of
dinburgh f9q. and Yargaret the wifs of Damuel Tucas of Newinglonin the
Coy of 'Adilesex lorn 'erchant in equal shares and proportions as tenante
ATD as o and conceraing the other or reasining 3rd part of tne sd Leres
— ey UPON TNUST for his granddsughters anne Frances Ashworth and Iilfiss Sophia

Ashworth for thelir zole wund separste use free from the Jebis and control

of any husbund to twhow they might hapren to te aarried in equal shares and

Extract to title showing main terms of the will of Jacob Bright d1851

The terms of the will was to divide the estate in trust so that the daughters (or their heirs) could share the
income equally and to achieve this the estate was split into three separate Lots with a £10,000 settlement
lump sum to ensure fairness.



Lot Name Description Value in 1857

1 Ashworth Moston Manor Farm £9,552
2 MclLaren Greenbank £8,393
3 Lucas The Rest £800

The above arrangement then continued for nearly sixty years and it was probably a combination of the
death of Priscilla in 1906 and falling returns on agricultural land and perhaps the early death of Thomas
Sutton, the tenant at Moston Manor Farm that led the trustees to decide it was time to close the trust and
sell the estate. The sale eventually took place on 31t October 1910.

MANOR ESTATE,
near Sandbach and Middlewich.

Em MANLEY & SONS, LTD., are
instsucted to OFFER FOR SALE by
PUBLIC AUCTION on MON DAY.. ()o‘ob.
Siss, 1910, at the Royal Hotel, Crewe, n sunitable
lota, the above valuable Agricultaral Estate,

which extends over
342 ACRKS,

com prising Two Sapenor Dairy Farms, known as
|(ot;u0).: MANOR HOUSE,
and
THE GREEN BANK FAERM;

also MOSTON OCORN MILL, with Residence, &eo.

MOSTON BRICKWORKS,
and s number of

SMALIL HOLDINGS

and Cottages. .

Plans and perticulars preparing, which may be
obtained from any of the Auctioncers’ Offices ;
or from the Sclicitors,

A. W. W. HOLT, Esq.
7. Argyll-place, London, W .; and Messra,
PEDLEY, TIMPERLEY & TOMKINSON,
Westminster Baildings, Crewe.




The sale itself was well attended and indeed well reported in the press. It was held at the Royal Hotel,
Crewe. One of the attendees was the MP for Crewe, Walter Stowe Bright McLaren who just happened to
be one of the beneficiaries of the trust. Walters brother Charles was also an MP for Edinburgh by that time
and eventually became Sir Charles McLaren 1%t Baron Aberconway

MOSTON MANOR ESTATE IN
THE MARKEL.

IMPORTANT SALE BY MESSKS
TENEN MANLEY A SONS,

Ou  Monday afternoon st the Roval  Hetel,
Creme, Mr. E. H, Manicy, of the fiem of Messes | loury
Maniey and Sons, Lamusted, conducted another import-
ant e of agroultuml property, conssting of the
Modon Manor Estate, sitoate about one-and-s-quarter
wdbes frow Sandbach Railway Station, 5] mikes from
Micdlowch, and ! miles from Crowe  and estending
1 the whole o over (2 meres. A large and rprs
wolative attendaccs woeloded Mre W. 8 B MclLayvn,
M P Mr, Begmald Potts iclerk to the Chaslure Conuty
Council ), AMerman W. MeNell (momiber of the Cosnty
Buall “.-ﬁhu‘- Commaties ), and others

Mr. Manley, 10 vpsting the proceedings, sand he did
vot tlunk it would be coasidered an e xaggeintion of
Uiy stated that this was the most importast e
whel had boon heid 1o the Sandtach and Middlewich
ldnuvt durning the last qaarter of 4 century, The

sacvu for the sile was that! the vandors, who were
wbercetod in the eotate of the Iate Mr Jacob Hrght,
vi e very anxwus to bring the trust to a clos, and to
effect a salo of the property, 1T they did not dow it
would bes the fault of thywes presut entirely, The
ressrvations hisd been (sl on & very fair sod cquitable
base, and they (the aw Loseers: would be surprised if

they waec not « venoded  Thny hopad 1o exeord (hean
Avary much, and to eflect & tutal charsnre of the
propecty. The voudors would be very glad to s the
tauants bacowe thwir own lasdlords, There was & great
sdrautage 10 becoming one's owa landlord  if times did

Mt drop the rent

) and they nught tako it for granted that water would be(

(Lughler . The property wow to |
be utTared ocr apied & very exceplivoal position. 1t was
closy to the villsge of Warmingham and thres market
towns, One was Miadiewich, whers they had ooe of
the largest mik tactones v Bogland, sod wheee it was

porsible o get  aun excellont price  for their
ik, suppoming they did not want (v make
chowwm It was uear Bandbach, wheh had owe

of the best warke!s i Eogiaod for the Jusposal of farm
produce, sud is was also within four miles of Crews,
which brought them 1ato ¢ low touch with horses and
eattle taarkets which 1 his (Mr Manley's, humble
opmnion were the bast 1u the world. (Applause. ) [hese
were important points 1o cousideriog the pumhase of
property of this charwcter. With regand to the water
supply, it wae quite evident from the report 1 the
local papers that the dtnet authoritios raw he peces-
sity of supplying this well-knowo towuship with water,

camed thern, although 1t maght e 1d. per 1 000 gallons
mwore than at Sandbach.  He understond that at Sand-
bach they mived tho water 8 bit, bLut st Mosten 3t
would be conveyed pure,  (Laughter ) The property
wis intersee ted with gool roads, and they were going
towclude all the minerals that lay undernsath it. They
did oot koow whether salt was & migeosl, but thwy waro
govg o luclude brive 1n the m'e of the proporty, and
they maght take it for what it was worth, Beecual
attenution was als: dirse tad to the fact that the whole of
ths valuable growing tumber would b wucluded i the
sl of the vanous lots, 1t was & goud property. and
Iand was always & safe and cortain weunty.  They had
havl the pleasum of conducting Thres sales 1 tht room
which smnbracod 6 lois, and of thos &0 Jols were
siually sold Thus was the fourth sle, snd they hopad
to make the aggr gate total of the four sales 1ot

nol go far surabiy with the tenant it was always powsible L

L1200

™ -y rr

Lot Description Purchase Price | Purchaser

1 Moston Manor £7,200* Simon Gleave

2 The Willows £225 Jacob Mellor

3 Fields off Plant Lane £400* Harry Ollerhead

4 Corner Farm £410 Ernest Machin

5 Moston Green Land £85* Simon Gleave

6 Greenbank Farm £4,500* Cheshire County Council
7 Field off Dragons Lane £310 James Moseley

8 Field off Dragons Lane £679* Simon Gleave

9 Brickworks £310 Samuel Jackson Limited
10 Moston Mill £750 W Dutton & Sons
11 White House & Field £355 Mrs Kay and Mr Poole
12 Field off Booth Lane £90 Mr Harrison
13 Yew Tree Farm £225 Mr Smallwood

Total Moston Manor Estate £15,539*

*=Assumes withdrawn properties sold for same price as the bidding reached



Detailed descriptions of properties and bidding activity

of Moston Mauwor House, whichi has for many years
potsessed the raputation of being voe of the best dairy
farms in the dwstrict,  The homsiead is substantially

The property lins been cocupied by the Sutton famaly
for over threequarters of 3 ceatury,  The total area in
130, Ur. Jp., of which about 3% scres are arable
and clover nmt,  The auctioneer deseribed the
house a¢ vne of the best residencss 1o the county,
and said he had it on the authority of three geatlenen
who reside 1 the district that it was a fiest -class farm
from apy stawdpont, Me 8. Hunter Shavington
Loadge , commenced the biddings with an offer of
L5000, and by nine stages they reachad £7.200. The
Auctionser at this point mentioned that last year they
made up (0 £100 an acre for farms  f smaller wizs, No
further offer beang forth~oming  the property wax
withdrawu

Lot ¥ was s s:nall holdig enmpriving two cottages
aud & sorll prsce of land now i the occupatvn of
Mr. Wallace and avother, the total  area beng
2aeres 1 rood 104 pecches.  The biddings commenced
at £125, and rose by eght oM. rn to £235, at which
price Mr, 1 Mellor, Wheelock Heath, became the
purchaser.  When askod for his pame he cavse d much
laughter by deseribing himse.f as ** .1 Mellor Wheelock
Heath. on the Kiog's high nad.”

Lot i, described as suitable for tne creation of a
small holdiog. and iocluding two orchards, & sl
croft, and a ficld now in lllage, i the occupation of
Meaasis Satton. Smallwood and Wallace, with a total

[ area of Y acres O rood 24 perches, was started at L300,

The highest offer was £390, at which figur: the
property was withdrawa,
Lot 4 eonsistedd of the very desirable swall holding

| at the junction of the roads from Waranugham. Elton

and Moston, in the occupation of Mr. Machio, and
covering an ara of 1 acre 5 roods 13 perches,  Cown-
weneing with su offer  of LN, the bidding«
eventually reached £410, 8t which price the property
was knocked down to Me, Machin,

Lot 5, a small pwes of a~vommodation lsod in
pasture, formiug au eligible building site, near the
homastead cf Moston Manor cstate, and containing
1 acre O rood 154 perches, was withdrawn at £85

Lot ¢ was the dairy farm known as  (ireén
Bank W¥arm,” wituate at  Moston, nesr lot |1,
and haviog an extensive frontage to the road from War-
mmgham to Moston Green.  The farm, which 1« now in
the cecupation of Mr, T, B Davies, has an area of
1178, 1r. 19¢p  The homestead ha« a goond elevation,
with & natural drainage. Over 40 acres are n tillage
or elover root, and the remainder 18 sound old pasture.
The bidding comnienced st £3.000 and rose by £250
stages to £4,500  The auctioneer pointed out that this
was not £40 an arre, sud he was sorry they would not
Le able to sell at this figume,

Mr Mau'ey then proceeded to offer Lot 1, conssting |

| County Couucil,
built,and the residence isimpogiug aud very commodious, |

Lot 6 wa« purchased immadiately after it liwd bsen
withdrawn by Mr. 1! Potts, on behall of the Cheshare

Lot 7, a valuabie pastur- field, ad)nuing Mr. Mose-
ley's farm, sud soutaining 5a. 2r. 14}p , was started at
L1597 The highest offer was £310, at which figure
Mr. Moseley beeame the purchaser,

1.5t 8 was anather pasture field, held at present by
Mr. Satton, [t has an extensive frootage to the road,
eontaius 14a. 1r €4p., and would forni an ideal small
holding, From sn offerof £50 the hiddings reahed
£619. Thi«. Mr. Mavley sard, was not £50 an acre,
and he was sorry they could not aceept the price

Lot 9 eomprissd the Moston Brickworke, together
with a four-roomad cottage, outhuildings and land.
The bULrickmakers' plant, with kilos, belong to the
present tenants, Meesrs, Samuei Jackson, Ltd. There
1s & plentiful supply of clay, and the hricks now being
manufactured are of good quality. The property has
al extensive froutage to the road,and its area i1s Ta. Or,
Jp. Mr, Jackson became the purchaser at £310 and
the auctionser congratulated him oun his bargain.

Lot 10 was the Moston Corn Mil!, with an area of
3, r. 35p. The property is well situated for business
purposes, and the residence is well-built and con-
veniently arranged. The mill is well-built and fitted to
work either with water or steam power. The preperty is
vow let on lease to Mrs, Charlotte Dutton (expiring
eleven years hence) at £40,a year, the tenant doing all
repairs.  £500 was the first offer, and by nino subse-
quent bids the figure advanced to £750. Mesars.
W. Dutton and Sons, the tenauts, were declared the
purchasers,

Lot 11 was sub-divided into two lots. The cottage
occupied by Mrs, Kay was sold to that lady tor £105,
and the pasture fiald adjoiniog, comprising over six
acres, was bought by Mr, Poole, of Bamdbach, for
1350,

The latter portion of Lot 11 was formerly used for
bric k-making.

Lot 12 conusted of two pieces of pasture land, one
field having an extensive [routage to the main road from
Sandbach to Middlewich, and forming an eligible
building site. The total area i 1a, Or, 1p. Mr.
Harrison, (f Fiworth, Sandbach, became the purchaser
at £90,

Lot 13, consisting of the swa'l holding now in the
occupation of Mr, Smallwood, with an area of Ta. Ir.
30p., was withdrawn at £225

Lot 3 was again put up [ r competition, but was
again withdrawn at £L400. The vendors’ solicitors wore |
Mr.A W.W. Holt 7. Argrll place, London, W., and
Messrs, Pedley, Timperley and Tomkinson, West-
minster-buildirgs, Crewe, .
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THE MANOR E3lATE.

Messer. Henry Manley and Soms, Ltd, hase alsy
disposed of the Moston Manor Houss Farm, which
formed a portion of the Moston Manor Estate, uear
Sandbach. The farm is now in the cerupation of the
representatives of the late Mr. T. R, Sutton.

The total sales of the Moston Manor Estate now
amount to nearly £15,000, and the auctioneers expect
to diepose of the few remaining lots shortly. |

Source : Chester Chronicle : 19" November 1910

And so after many
hundreds of years, the
estate of Moston was at
last split up into individual
components. Given that so
many of the lots were
withdrawn at the original
auction, I should imagine
the trustees of the estate
were a little disappointed
with the final proceeds




Appendix — Chronological List of Owners and Tenants

Moston Manor Farm - 191 acres in 1845

Year Source First Name Surname Lived Occupation  Status  Other
1783 Estate Valuation George Venables-Vernon 1735-1813 Gentleman Owner  Of Sudbury Hall
1783 Estate Valuation  Thomas Lowe Farmer Tenant
1802 Sale Document  John Arrmitstead 1764-1814 Gentleman Owner Rector of Goostrey
1802 Land Tax Thomas Palin 1752-1808  Farmer Tenant
1809 Land Tax John Hulme Farmer Tenant
1814 Assent Laurence Armitstead 1790-1874 Gentleman Owner  Sonof John Armitstead
1826 Land Tax Richard Leech Farmer Tenant
1840 Tithe Laurence Armitstead 1790-1874 Gentleman Owner of Cranage Hall
1841 Census James Buckley c1800-?  Farmer Tenant
1845 Sales Brochure Catherine Sutton 1783-1858  Widow Tenant
1845 Electors Roll lacob Bright 1775-1851 Industrialist Owner Greenbank, Rochdale
1851 Census John Sutton 1821-1890  Farmer Tenant  Son of Catherine
1851 will Trustee Trustee nfa Owner  Trustees of Jacob Bright Dec'd
1861 Census John Sutton 1821-1890  Farmer Tenant
1871 Census John Sutton 1821-1890  Farmer Tenant
1881 Census John Sutton 1821-1890  Farmer Tenant
1891 Census Thomas Sutton 1861-1910  Farmer Tenant  Sonof John
1301 Census Thomas Sutton 1861-1910  Farmer Tenant
1910 Sale Simon Gleave 1862-1937 Alderman Owner

Greenbank Farm - 125 acres in 1845

Year  Source First Name Surname Lived Occupation  Status Other
1781 Land Tax Thomas Simcoe 1743-1797  Esq Tenant
1784 Land Tax George Vernon 1735-1813 Esq Owner  Lord Vernon of Sudbury Hall
1784 Land Tax Henry Arden 1757-1818  Farmer Tenant
1808 Sale John Armitstead 1791-1874 Esq Owner  of Cranage Hall
1814 Assent Laurence Armitstead 1790-1874 Gentleman Owner  Son of John Armitstead
1822 Document  Henry Arden 1794-1861  Farmer Tenant  Son of Henry
1840 Tithe Laurence Armitstead 1791-1874 Esq Owner  of Cranage Hall
1841 Census Henry Arden 1794-1861  Farmer Tenant  Moved to Yew Tree Farm, Plant Lane
1845 Electors Roll Jacob Bright 1775-1851 Industrialist Owner  Greenbank, Rochdale
1851 Census George Beckett 1808-1879  Farmer Tenant
1851 Will Trustee Trustee nfa Owner  Trustees of Jacob Bright Dec'd
1861 Census George Beckett 1308-1873  Farmer Tenant
1871 Census George Beckett 1808-1879  Farmer Tenant
1881 Census Elizabeth Beckett 1808-187%  Farmer Tenant  Wife of George
1886 Elector Thomas Broster  Davies 1846-1919  Farmer Tenant  of Eardswick Hall, Minshull Vernon
1831 Census Francis Hollinshead 1845-1925  Farmer Servant Labourer to T B Davies
1901 Census Clement Webb 1868-1949  Farmer Servant  Labourer to T B Davies, emigrated 1910

1910 Sale Cheshire County Council nfa nfa Owner  Moston Manor Sale
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Appendix — Ormerod’s History of the Palatine of Cheshire

MOSTON.

Mestox is omitted in Domesday, but there is every
rezson for suppesing that it was attached at the time of
that survey to the manor of Tadetune, or Warmincham,
from the Jords of which it was subsequently held, and
that it consisted chicfly of swamps and morasses, stretch-
iy along the outskirts of that lordship, as its name
implies, and even its present appearance indicates.

“This place,” says Dr. Williamson, “gave name to,
and was the inheritance of the Mostons, as under-lords
thereof ; for 18 Edw. 1. I find that Richard de Moston
held the manor of Moston of Warin Mainwaringz in fee,
by the service of vid. per ann.; whose son John, as
lord of Moston, gave this manor, with the service of
— de Whelok, and all other his free tenants, to Wil-
lzm, soa of Robert de Thorpe, his kinsman, 12 Edw. IL"
[ fine of which manor occursin the Plea Rolls, between

the same parties, 13 Edw. I1. in which it is described as
Moston juxta Wermyncham).

“The aforementioned was son of Roger de Moston,
lerd of Moston, who had a younzer son, called Ralph,
to whom his father by charter zave in fee simple two
messuazes cum pert. in Moston” [William son of
Raiph de Moston by charter inrolled, 11 Edw. III.
¢uitclaimed to William Thorp and his heirs, all title to
the manor of Moston, together with the demesne rents
and services of the manor of Quwelok, excepting the
lz»ds and tenements of which the said William son of
Rilph vas seised at the time of making the said writing.
P'ea Rolls, 10 & 1 Edw. 111

“One William Harryson [qy. son of “ Harry de Mos-
ton alias Thorpe,"] and Ellen his wife scttled this manor
o1 WWiliam Gallok, and Henry Walshe, chaplains, 22
Ric. 1L with the homages and service of Richard Gerard,
Elen de Moston, and two others.

“Henry Walsh, ¥6 Hen, IV. gave to William Ven-
ables of Kinderton, and Blanche his wife, this manor

(with the reversion of all the lands which John Fisher
and Ellen his wife held in dower, and the homages and
services of all the free tenants) to them, and their
heirs; with remainder to William Venables, son of Ellen
Brooke and his heirs male.”

William Venables, who succceded under this scttle-
ment, was younger son of Hugh Venables, baron of Kin-
derton, third son according to the pedigrees, but second
if the subsequent claims of the Agden branch as heirs
male of Kinderton were rightly founded, He was lord
of Golborne, and ancestor of a branch of this house,
which succeeded to Kinderton by successive settle-
ments, marriages, and compositions with rival candi-
dates,  With that barony DMoston [occurs in the
Ing. p. m. 5 Hen. VIIL of Thomas Venables of Kyn-
derton, esq. who held it, in tail, of the heirs of William
Trussell as of the manor of Wermyncham, Val. p. aj
10 ‘marks. By Jug. p.m. 32 Hen. VIIL sir William
Venables of Kynderton, died seized, in tail, of Moston,
which was held of (the heirs of) sir William Trussell, as
in the last Inquisition, by fealty. Val p.a. £105s 8d.
It occurs, of the same Value, in an Ing. on a Writ
of Statute Staple, 6 Eliz. as then in the seizin of sir
Thomas Venables. His /ug. p. m. 23 Eliz. finds the
manor of Moston, a messuage and land in Elton upon
Eteclegh Heathe, to be held of sir Christopher Hatton,
vice-chamberlain of the quecn's household, as of his
manor of Wermyncham, by the service, and of the
Value, aforesaid. It ultimately] passed [with the rest
of the Venables' estates,] to the Vernons, and was sold
by the late [1817] lord Vernon, to the late rev. John
Armitstead, whose son Lawrence Armitstead of Cra.
nage, csq. is [said to have sold it in 1847, to Jacob
Bright, esq. who died in 1852, leaving his estates to his
grandchildren] the present proprietors, [The manor
scems now to belong, with “the Manor Farm” to



Mrs. Cross and Mrs. Hallet, jointly. Another portion
of the estate, “the Green Bank Farm,” belongs to
Mrs. McLaren ; and the Mill to Mrs. Lucas.]

The township is within the jurisdiction of the courts
leet and baron of Warmincham.

A very different account of the mode in which the
Venables family became possessed of Moston, is given
in a notable production, a grant of Crest and Augmen-
tation of Arms *unto the right worshipfull S Thom's
Venables, knight, barron of Kinderton, by Lawrence
Dalton, esquyre, al's Norrey Kinge of Armes, 3oth Oct.
2 Eliz" Bostock MSS. Harl. MSS. 139. p. 30.

After a pompous preamble the patent states that
Thomas Venables of Golborne was *lynyally dyscendid
frome s* Gilbart Venables, knight, coosyn garman to
kynge William Conqueror, and came with hym into
Englande, &c. and was yonger sonne to the earle of

] Blevile, to whome was gyven th' earledome (so in MS.) or
barrony of Kyndreton, and bare theise armes, Blewe, two
barres Silver, and jor Jys crest a demy dragon Genles,
yssuinge out of a wylson or weyer to take fishc, in Sifver. In
whose tyme yt chaunced a terrible dragon to remaync
and make his abode in the lordeshippe of Moston, in the
sayde countye of Chester, wheare he devowred all suche
p'sons as he laid hold on, which y* said Thomas Ven-
ables heringe tell of, consideringe the pytyfull and dayly
dystruction of the people w'thowte recov'ie, who in fol-
lowinge th' example of the valiante Romaines, &c. &c.
dyd in his awne p'son valiantlie, and courragiouslie,
set on the saide dragon, where firste he shotte hym
throwe with an arrowe, and afterward with other wea-
pons manfulliec slew him, at which instant tyme the sayd
dragon was devowringe of a childe; for the which wor-
thie and valiante acte, was given to him the saide lorde-
shippe of Moston, by the auncestores of the carle of
Oxford, the lord of the fee their.”

The patent further states, that “ en scnce” the said
Thomas and his heirs assumed a dragon for their crest,
but that the same being done without due authority, sir
Thomas Venables “weyinge and consyderinge™ this
great abuse, desired a legitimate grant, which being “so
just and reasonable,” Mr. Norroy could not “lawfullye
denye the same,” and that he accordingly set out for sir
Thomas the following arms and crest: 1, Venables of
Golborne ; 2, Golborne ; 3, a coat of augmentation
{* Vert, a dragon Silver scaled, and p'ced throwe the
body w'th an arrowe Gold hedded and fethered Silver”) ;
4. Eccleston; 5, Cotton ; 6, Venables of Kinderton. Crest.
“Uppon t'helme a dragon Silver scaled, and pi'ced
throwe the body with an arrowe Gold hedded and
fetheredd Silver, devowringe a child chernell, heircd
Gold, sett on a wyar or wylson Silver banded Blewe, on
a wreath Silver, Blewe and Redd.”

This patent can be considered as evidence of nothing
but the absurdity of sir Thomas Venables and of Mr.
Norroy Dalton, if the latter could be supposed actuated
by any other motive than turning the baron’s credulity
to a lucrative account. The legend itself, however, is a
curious relic of the wild stories of the chivalrous ages ;
and the adoption of the cognizance relating to it must
be as much anterior to the date assigned it in that part
of the grant which refers the atchievement to Thomas

Venables (who lived in the time of Hen. V1) as the
bearing of the wyer and dragon is [beyond a doubt
many gencrations] later than the arrival of William the
Conqueror, at which time the earlier part of the patent
very contradictorily asserts it to have been used, The
first of these assertions is proved [to a certain extent]
by the crest having been bomne variously by the houses
of Venables of Bradwall, Agden, and Antrobus® which
separated from the parent line before Thomas Venables
was settled at Golborne ; and the second, not only by the
omission of the crest on the antient seals, but by the
general fact of crests being then unknown. In the dark
ages which followed, the fiction may have either grown
out of some forgotten circumstance connected with
Moston, or have been invented to account for a previ.
ous bearing, which had been merely conceived in the
prevalent spirit of romance. The house of Kinderton,
however, appears from the circumstances above-men-
tioned to have first [?] used the crest: but whatever its
origin may have been, the legend itself is still told by
the peasantry of Moston ; and the site of a piece of
water lately drained, retains the name of the Dragon's
pool. The Mostons of Moston also used the wyvemn as
their arms, which coat was quartered by the Venables
family (ol Golborne) after succeeding to Moston, and is
the quarter mistaken by Dalton for an augmentationb

[A small portion of this township, with part of Elton,
is now within the ecclesiastical district of Elworth, near
Sandbach.

There is no hall here ; but the messuage called “ The
Manor House,” is occupied by a farmer.

SPARROWGREVE, anciently held by the Wetenhales,
was a small subordinate manor apparently situated in
Tetton, (but now in this township),* which favours the sup-
position before expressed as to the union of Moston with

by which it was found that it would not be to the damage
of the earl, &c. that Richard de Wetenhale should enclose
a way, 86 perches in length and 30 feet wide, leading
from the highway of Tetton under the said Richard’s
manor of Sparchgreve, or Sparwegreve, to Middlewich,
“to the enlargement of the said manor,” the said
Richard making another way on his own land, in lieu of
the one so closed. (I’l. Ro.) This reign is noticeable for
the commencement of improvements in estates by such
enclosures to an extent previously unknown. On the
death of this Richard, 48 Edw. II1. the manor of Spar-
wegreve occurs in his fug. p. w2, as held of the lord of
Wermyncham, and seems to have passed by Margaret
his sister and cohicir to her son and heir Adam de Bos-
tok, in whose fug. p. . 2 Hen. V. the lands attached
are given as 54 acres (six being wood), which together
with a messuage were held of William Trussel, lord
of Wermyncham, Val. p. a. 53s. 4d. They are stated to
be in Tetton, and under this description occur in the
subsequent Ings. of the Bostocks, and afterwards of the
Savages, to whom they passed with the heiress of Dos-
tock. In the Jug. p. m. of sir John Savage, sen. 19
Hen. VIII. the estate occurs as 2 messuages, 60 acres,
and 8 of wood, “in Tetton, vocatus Sparrowgreve,” held
(by the courtesy of England post-mortem Ann Bostocke
his late wife) as member and parcel of a moiety of the

manor of Wetenhall, of the earl in capite by knight's about a hundred years since. It now forms one large

cnvics, Val p.a. £4 (105.) 8d. It seems to have passed farm,
Jown through the heirs of the Savages, finally into the
hands of the Wilbrahams of Townsend, who acquired it

in Moston, of which George Fortescue Wilbraham,

of Delamere, esq. is the present proprietor. ]



Appendix : Sources

e Cheshire Archives — 1840 Moston Tithe Map

e Wikipedia — Vernon and Bright Families

e British Newspaper Archive - Sales reports etc

¢ FindMyPast — Parish Records

e FamilySearch.org — Moston Land Tax Returns

e National Archives —1841-1921 Census Returns

e Title Deeds - Yew Tree Farm

e Cheshire Archives —Vernon Estate ref DVC-2509-2
e Cheshire Archives — Moston Estate ref DMD-K-11
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