VICTORIAN HISTORY OF MOSTON

Title Brook Farm, Clay Lane, Elton
Type Farm & Land

Date Produced 22" February 2025

Internal Reference E04P

1840 Owner Lord Crewe

1840 Occupier Matthew Hassall

Tithe Map Apportionments Many — See Appendix

1840 Area 118.1 Acres
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Brook Farm 2025 from Clay Lane Flashes
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When the 1840 tithe map was
taken, Brook Farm was under some
uncertainty where for a five year
period, there were a string of

tenants effectively keeping it going (AU Ot 17 y
while Lord Crewe found a long
term tenant. {0
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338

FIELDS FARM

339

348

347

RAILWAY FARM

At this time, Brook Farm comprised 88 acres occupying a central space in the southern part of Elton. | think
it would be fair to say that history has been pretty cruel to the farm. Firstly in the 1840’s the railway was
built going through the middle of the farm then perhaps more significantly some 70 years later it was
subject to the impact of subsidence caused by salt mining with many of the smaller flashes forming on its
land.s

At around this time, the original “Brook House” also had to be demolished, again due to the effects of
subsidence due to mining. In the 1960’s to rub salt into the wounds & , the new Clay Lane road to replace
the old submerged old road again went right through the middle of the property. Despite all these set
backs, Brook Farm still today remains as a large working farm.



The Crewe Estate records confirm Matthew Hassall was “tenant at will” in 1840-41. There is a side note
that the farm rent was in arrears at the end of the financial year (but repaid shortly afterwards) and that
some of the lands were let to four other local farmers.
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A year later it can be seen that Joseph Billington’s lease was now in place with the size of the farm being

reduced somewhat with 9 acres being passed to John Williamson of Bottom’s Farm in Warmingham. Given

the location, this probably related to plots 347 and 348 . The farm size stayed at 73 acres 1 rood for the

rest of Joseph Billington’s time at the farm. Rent started at £112 per annum but was reduced on Lady Day

1851 to £105 with no reason given beyond a note to recognise the fact.
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At about the same time, the country was stricken by a bout of the Cattle Plague, (Similar to Foot and
Mouth disease). Cheshire was hit particularly badly by the disease and as a consequence (although he
wasn’t obliged to do so), Lord Crewe allowed a 25% reduction in rent from his tenant farmers for the
years 1865 and 1866. As such, the rent increase to £120 only effectively took place from 1867-68

Twenty years later, Lord Crewe gave his tenants a 10% allowance (£12 for Mrs Billington) as a result of

the estate when cheaper imports from America made it very difficult for the British farming industry.
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the agricultural depression that was beginning to affect British farming as a result of the repealing of the
Corn Law Act in 1846. It took 40 years to have this effect on Lord Crewe but ultimately led to the sale of
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During this period, Joseph always seemed to have 2 servants and with a farm of roughly 70 acres (One of
the 9 large farms in Elton at the time), he would certainly be utilising the agricultural labour available from

the many cottages found nearby at Longfold.

BURGLARY.
George Davenport alias Isaac Bennett, labourer, Man-
chester, aged 28, was charged with breaking into the
dwelling-house of [JosepH Billington, at Elton, and
stealing therefrom 4lbs. of bacon and other articles, on
the 8rd of June last.
. Mr. Henry Latham appeared for the prosecution ; the
prisoner was undefended.
* The prosecutor deposed that he went to bed on the
night in question leaving the house fast, but in the
morning it was foand a window had been opened, and
41bs. of bacon were gone.

Chester Courant 10" Aug 1859 — Prisoner found guilty and im

James Charlesworth said, I am a laboarer in the
service of Mr. Billington. On Tuesday morning, the
14th June, about a quarter before five, 1 met the
risoner about a quarter of a mile from my master’s
Eouse. He was going from the house towards North-
wich. He spoke to me and said he was very tlnimg as
he had been drunk overnight. I took him into a public-
house to bave a glass of ale. When there I saw a piece
of bacon in his pocket.

Henry Moors, watchman at Vickers’ bone works, de-
posed that, on Tuesday, the 14th June, the prisoner gave
him a piece of bacon which was found to fit into the
flitch Lelonging to the prosecutor.

prisoned for four years due to previous convictions
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* ‘The procseds of the collection in the atternoon

ted to £5 168 9d; proceeds of the tes and
.l:to::. £25 12+ 104 ; ard the Chairman received a

chque from Mr Josephl Billington, of Brook Farm,
El&(oln, for £5, making o total of £36 9s,




From reviewing the census returns and parish records it is also clear that Joseph and Margaret never had
any children. Joseph Billington died in 1883 and was buried at Warmingham St Leonard with his wife. In
his will, he left legacies of £50 to the executors and the estate was left to be split equally between 2
nephews John & William, neice Elizabeth and a member of his wife’s family. This was all subject to the
usual Ife tenancy to his wife Margaret who outlived him by a further 13 years.
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10 October. ~ The Will of Joseph Billington late of the
Brook Farm Elton near Sandbach in the County of Chester
Farmer who died 12 August 1883 at the Brook Farm was
proved at the Principal Registry by Margaret Billington
of the Brook Farm Widow the Relict and John Scragg
and John Charles Billington both of Elton Farmers the
Executors.

After his death, despite her age, it does appear
that Margaret carried on to manage the farm with
the added luxury of an additional servant! Her
executor John Charles Billington farmed over the
road at Elton Hall and though there is no obvious
link, they must surely have been somehow related.
John Scragg of Fields Farm was a cousin to Joseph
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BILLINGTON Margaret of Elton Cheshire widow died 8 January 1896 Probate Loondon 11 September to John Charles Billington
farmer Effects £27 2s. 84.

By the time of her death in 1896, there was very little left in the kitty so to speak....”you come into the
world with nothing and you leave with nothing”




The next tenant from 1897 at Brook Farm was Richard Whittaker Oulton (1869-1955). Richard came from a
large well established family in Elton being the third eldest son of Robert Oulton who was the tenant at
Crabmill Farm. His eldest brother was also at Crabmill Farm and other brother Richard at Flash Farm.

Richard had married Ann Scragg in 1896 whose father Henry lived at Elton Villa, effectively a next door

neighbour. Brook Farm hence became available to him at just the right time to start his married life and |
am sure the Crewe Estate Manager Mr McCraken would have been more than happy to recommend him
to Lord Crewe to take on the tenancy.
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Schedule of Farms sold to Marckham and Co 1917

It was Richard who was in situ at the farm
when Lord Crewe decided to sell off the
estate. Unlike many of the properties in Elton,
it was never put up for auction, presumably
due to the issues with subsidence and it was
sold privately to Markham and Co who later
sold to the British Soda Company who then
retained the salt mining rights in the area.

The Salt company then leased the farms in
general back to the tenants who were there at
the time though it appears that at this stage
Richard moved to Fields Farm on the other
side of the railway and a Peter Jones took over
at Brook Farm.

Some time later, the Hancock family took over
the lease and they have been there ever since,
eventually purchasing it in the 1987 when
British Soda finished their interests in the area.
Gilbert Hancock retired in 1954 and the farm
passed to his brother’s family




Chronological List of Owners and Occupiers

Year Source

1660 Poll Tax

1676 Crewe Rentals
1696 Crewe Rentals
1708 Crewe Rentals
1721 Crewe Rentals
1735 Crewe Rentals
1746 Crewe Leaze
1764 Crewe Estate
1766 Wyatt Survey
1766 Wyatt Survey
1781 Land Tax
1782 Crewe Lease
1783 Land Tax
1788 Crewe Estate
1757 Lland Tax
1800 Crewe Estate
1827 Land Tax
1837 Crewe Estate
1840 Crewe Estate
1840 Tithe Map

1840 Tithe Map

1841 Census
1851 Census
1861 Census
1871 Census
1881 Census
1891 Census
1894 Crewe Estate
1301 Census
1911 Census
1817 3ale

1321 Census
1825 Sale

1329 Electors Roll

1338 MNatRegister

First Name
Alice
Widow
Ralph
William
William
Mrs
William
William
lohn
William
Richard
Elizabeth
lames
James
Jozeph
Jozeph
Elizabeth
Samuel
John
Hungerford

Matthaw

loseph

lozeph

lozeph

lozeph

lozeph

Margaret

Robert Ashburton
Richard Whittaker
Richard Whittaker
Markham and
Peter

British Soda

lesse

Gilbert

Surname
Furnival
Furnival
Furnival
Furnival
Furnival
Furnival
Hewitt
Hewitt
Crewe
Hewitt
Lea
Hewitt
Lea

Lea
Cornes
Cornes
Cornes
Olliver
Machin
Crewe

Haszall

Billington
Billington
Billington
Billington
Billington
Billington
Crewe-Milnes
COulton
Culton
Company Ltd
lones
Company Ltd
lones

Hancock

-1727

-1727

1713-1732
1713-1782
1742-1839
1713-1782
171&8-1734
1725-1788
1725-1795
1725-1785
1764-1826
1764-1826

1770-1845

1812-185%4

1788-1847

1808-1823
1808-1823
1808-1823
1808-1823
1808-1823
1810-18%6
1858-1945
1869-1955
1869-1955
nfa
1892-1955
nfa
1882-1947

1301-1982

Age

33

51

38

52

43
53

83

21
36
32
a2
n/a

29

Yearsin Situ

1713-1782

nja

1770-1783

nfa

1783-1735

17585-1827

1827-1840

nja

1840-18283

1333-1856

nfa

1856-15917

1317-1926

1926-1937

1937-1553

Yearsat

Property Acres Rent  Occupation

23

nfa

13

12

31

13

nfa

a3

n/a

21

11

16

&7

&7

&7

Farmer
£0.5.0 Farmer
£1.7.0 Farmer

Farmer
£1.7.8 Farmer

Farmer
£23.3 Farmer

Farmer

Gentleman

Farmer

Farmer

Spinster

Farmer

100 Farmer

115 Farmer

Farmer

200 Farmer

Farmer

Farmer
Gentleman

Farmer

112 Farmer
105 Farmer
105 Farmer
112 Farmer
120 Farmer
120 Farmer

Gentleman
Farmer
Farmer

Salt Mining
Farmer

Salt Mining
Farmer

Farmer

Status

Lifehold

Lifehald

Lifehald

Lifehold

Lifehald

Lifehald

Lifehold

Lifehold

Cwner

Lifehald

Undertenant

Lifehald

Undertenant

Tenant

Tenant

Tenant

Tenant

Undertenant

Undertenant

COwner

Undertenant

Tenant

Tenant

Tenant

Tenant

Tenant

Tenant

Owner

Tenant

Tenant

Owner

Tenant

Owner

Tenant

Tenant

Other

Widow

Leazehold 3 lives

of Nantwich, brother of William
Brother of Richard
11yrRack Lease

14 yrracklease £130 after 7 yrs

Widow of Joseph

or Farm Bailiff

or Farm Bailiff
Grandson of lohn Crewe

of Flazh Farm, Elton. Bailiff?

Widow of Joseph

Nephew of Hungerford Crewe

Connected to Markham & Co

Brother of Peter



Tithe Map Apportionments 1840

Township Parish

Elton
Elton
Elton
Elton
Elton
Elton
Elton
Elton
Elton
Elton
Elton
Elton
Elton
Elton
Elton
Elton

L

Warmingham
Warmingham
Warmingham
Warmingham
Warmingham
Warmingham
Warmingham
Warmingham
Warmingham
Warmingham
Warmingham
Warmingham
Warmingham
Warmingham
Warmingham

Warmingham

Ref

302
303
326
329
331
332
333
334
335
336
339
340
41
342
M7
348

Owner

Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe
Lord Crewe

Lord Crewe

Occupier

Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall
Matthew Hassall

Matthew Hassall

Name

Sandy Croft
Coppenhall Croft

Big Coppenhall

Stony Ridding

Kendal Croft

Bam Field

House Garden and Yard
Qrchard

Kiln Croft

Great Meadow, Part of
Head Berry

John Field
Woodhouse Croft
Little Daylight

Little Croft

Brook Field

A

P

Total
Acres



