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Title Railway Farm, Clay Lane, Elton
Type Farm & Land

Date Produced 27" Nov 2023

Internal Reference EO5P

1840 Owner Lord Crewe

1840 Occupier James Walley

Tithe Map Apportionments 346. 349-358, 368-372

1840 Area 81.3 Acres




As with virtually the whole of the township, Railway Farm off Clay Lane was part of the Lord
Hungerford Crewe estate in Elton. It was was found at the southern tip of the township,
bounded by the township of Haslington to the south and Warmingham to the West.

In 1840 the tenant was James Walley who farmed just over 80 acres of land. The land to the
West of Railway Farm was attached to Bottoms Farm which was situated in the
Warmingham township.
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James Walley can be found on the electoral roll around that time with the farm being
recorded as “Noden’s Tenement” which tells us the name of an earlier occupier. (There was
a John Noden recorded on the Land Tax records for Elton in the 1790s)
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Reviewing the Crewe estate records it can be seen that James’s annual rent was £73 and 10 shillings. He

had some arrrears at the start of the period but this doesn’t appear to be a longstanding issue.

It is surprising that on the face of it, no allowance was given at the point the railway was built in 1842,
perhaps any reduction was offset against a general increase in rack rents

Rents were increased substantially in 1848 and this will almost certainly be due to him taking on additional

land.




1851 England Census for James Walley
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Source : National Archives 1851 census

With hindsight, James Walley may have decided not to take up the lease on Railway Farm
as (as its name would suggest) Railway Farm was significantly impacted by the building of
the Crewe to Manchester Railway line which opened in 1842. This would have had quite an

impact on the daily workings of the farm.

James wrote his will in 1848 and revised it 4 days before he died in 1852. In it he mentions
his 10 children none of who appeared to take over the farm tenancy. He specifically left his

eldest son Thomas one shilling.

This was a well known tactic in the day where a child was in effect disinherited but to avoid
a court case challenge to the will on the basis that it is an oversight, the “excluded”

beneficiary would be left a paltry sum.

Tbunday and Friday, April the Twenty-first and
Twenty-second.

SALE AT THE FARM, ELTON,

Two and a half miles from Sandbach, of dmry

stock, implements of hushandry, d.nry and brew-
vessels, household furniture, &e.

‘ ESSRS. MARSH & SON, Auctioneers,
Northwich and Nantwich, have received
instructions from Mr., John Williamson, who is
decining farming, to
SELL BY AUCTION,

On Thursday and Friday, the 21st and 22nd days
oprdl.l&t“,the whole of his entire hnmng
stock, &e.

Particulars in future advertisement, [nw

Source : Northwich Guardian 16" April 1864

After the death of James Walley, the
tenancy of railway farm was taken on
by John Williamson. John had
previously farmed at Bottoms farm
being the son of John Williamson and
Jane Ruscoe whose family farmed at
Shocklach Hall in Malpas. John never
had children and when his sister’s
family were old enough to take on the
farm, John took on the tenancy at
Railway Farm.

No sooner had John moved in at
Railway Farm a personal tragedy struck
him, nevertheless he continued there
for about 9 years supported by one of
his neices and four servants before
moving back to Bottoms Farm to retire.




Dagaoror Dearn.—On Saturday night the 19th in.
stant, as the wife of Mr. John Williamson, of near

Sdurce : Macclesfield Courier 19t" December 1857

1861 England Census for John Williamson
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Source : National Archive 1861 census

The transfer of tenancy can be seen by reviewing the Lord Crewe estate account books for
the period where it can be seen that once Charles Hollinshead had taken over, as he did for
many of his tenants, Lord Crewe spent a considerable sum of money to improve the quality
of the land by carrying out drainage work and adding fertiliser.

The bone manure will have almost certainly came from the Bone Mill at Rookery Bridge
which was set up by Thomas Vickers in 1853 alongside the Trent and Mersey Canal.

By the census of 1871 we can see that Charles had settled into the farm with his wife
Emma, their 4 young children and three servants. The lease was taken from John
Williamson and transferred to him in 1864. The farm by then held over 100 acres which was
probably reflected in the rent increase when Charles took over, along with an increased
amount for the improvements.



1871 England Census for Charles Hollinshead
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Source : Lord Crewe Estate Books 1856-1873




Source : OS Map 1° edition 1875

The 1875 shows the effect on the railway being built. At that time, Mr Hollinshead would
have had to come out of the farm onto Clay Lane, turn right under the railway then come
back up the other side of the railway line to access the fields which were previously

adjacent to the farm buildings.

Likewise the road up to Elton Hall and Four Lane Ends was not built until the late 1960s
when subsidence made the old road unpassable.

1881 England Census for Charles Hollinshead
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1891 England Census for Chas Hollinshead
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1901 England Census for Frances A Moseley

Cheshlre > Warmmgham > ALL » District50

1901 England Census for Chas Hollinshead

District 18

Cheshire

Elton »

Sandbach »

' fu(a/,? | / —I'_j; Z.M.Udla;wiwﬂt -Nwwb M A)) \.’/ n/zvmw__ﬁ
—— _:_|_.l_ l 7 o - Prife I FTY P D
——t—t— |77“’“y J - do - ﬁau{fﬂu - |_' L -

Source : National Archives 1901 census

Charles Hollinshead was at Railway Farm for 35 perhaps uneventful years. In the 1901
census, his youngest son, also Charles was there whilst Charles and his wife had moved a
couple of miles away to the farm of his daughter Frances.

This was probably a move out of necessisity as Frances’s husband John Moseley (Son of
James Moseley of Church House Farm in Warmingham) had been killed tragically in 1899 in
a horse and cart accident outside the Pears Paw public house in the village.

It was all change around this time as in 1902, Frances remarried and moved to Church
Minshull. Charles Hollinshead senior died in 1901 and shortly afterwards, his son also
moved from Railway Farm to White Hall Farm.

The last 10 years of tenure at Railway Farm must have been of concern to the Hollinshead
family. Perhaps by the time they had moved in, the impact of the railway line would have
been resolved to a certain extent however by the 1880’s there was another issue in the
area which was rife and that was the subsistance caused by the significant salt mining in the
area. No doubt the introduction of the brine compensation scheme couldn’t have come a

moment too soon for them.

Source : Crewe Guardlan 31t March 1894

Very lmvy subsidence was ¢ on ju the Eiton|
district along the railwsy lime and each oinl-1
‘thereof. The viaduct over the river had
gone down several feet, and there was a wave of
18 inclies 1 4:# string course, and the whole was
propped up  Many of the brine cuns were very
clearly defined, and os each ede of the line
water wes o llecting in  variows places. The
Beock Farm House was bolted both ways,

Farm House was cracked, and an extensive ** flagh
was forming at¢foul Brook. The subsidence mow
extended| much further south than was shows on
the geologicai erdcance map, embraciag Mow Geeon




So with the end of the Hollinshead family, next to Railway Farm came the Whittaker family
with James Henry Whittaker first appearing on the electors roll in 1904 moving in shortly
after his marriage. The Whittaker family were farmers at Fields Farm, Warmingham

Unfortunately James’s wife Mary died a few years later in 1909.
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Source : National Archives 1911 census

James married a second time in 1912 however things didn’t get any better for him as his
wife died in childbirth, along with her newly born twins,

In 1915 he married once again and no doubt things were looking up for him with the birth
of a daughter and the end of the war. Alas, life can be cruel, things weren’t to last and
James himself died in 1919 barely a year after his daughter was born.

_ Elton. The twins scon after birth
‘l\e Rev. T. M. M. Gnffith

Source : Crewe Chronicle 15 March 1913

His wife Hylda and daughter Mary moved to Crewe where they ran a confectioners shop for
many years leaving the tenancy at Railway Farm vacant and this was taken on by James’s
younger brother John assisted by his sister.

During the war, Lord Crewe sold off his estate and all the farms amounting to nearly 600
acres in the area where subsidance was a risk were sold to the British Soda Company
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1939 England and Wales Register for Johna R Whittaker
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Source : 1939 National Register

John Whittaker remained at Railway Farm for 36 years before he retired in 1948. During
that time, there were a few events considered worthy of publication in the local

newspapers, once again confirming that early twentieth century farms were quite
dangerous places to work......

A FATAL SHORT CUT. ST.'\CK FIRE_A twen‘.y.?‘

Sm——

FALL ON THE RAILWAY, !uCk of ha owned b’, lt. 0
Taking & short cut along the railway to the
e ey o s ed] | |WIbittaker) hx way Farm, Elton,

his head, receiving injuries from c.uh‘ ﬁre on S\mdl}' muin“

on the back of
which he died & fow hours afterwards. Mr.

H. O. Yates held the isquest ot Railnay Farm Bf‘ﬂde were called out and re-

H

gyl Brictley, a widow, 21, Stoncley- mained antil 11 am. the next day.

b g sy oy e 10 see ber The stack conmted of m“ year "

:o..‘d.‘.':t.‘g‘?:n“h‘:;,.“ 8 o'clock, saying he was CIover h.." e _ 1
Source : Crewe Chronicle 25" October 1930 Source : Crewe Chronicle 6" September 1941
GORED BY BULL: Piease wmym?& of Sale Date
S— , 13th , 1948,
FARM LABOURER'S DEATH. - “A.’.‘“-
REPEATEDLY WARNED BY , Near Sendbach and :
EMPLOYER. Eoure Dsperst! of Farm Stocks and Effecss,
DRAMA 0;' ELTON FARM. DAIRY COWS, HEU-'!RS. YOUNG
s tae. St tim agsiet uén STOCK and BULL.
o e S e Etton. m ihe sccupa-| | |2 HORSES. i50 POULTRY |
tion of Mr. J. K. NEBIt was Coliection of Implemens,  Machinery,
B et e, Vehicies, Gears, Dary Utensis. Ao enceb
Mr. W. Hetherington solicitor, was lent selection of Pouliry Houses, also a pop
B e ii0s. Bwest Teoth-laney ton of the swplus HOUSEHOLD FURNL
Sandbach. said she went to A"";”:“:m TURE & EFFECTS. For Mr J. R. Whis
m‘:onf:.’::a“:eh:‘;:mrm that state taker, who is retiring.
unth e died| When be ame 1o nts wut| | | HENRY MANLEY & SONS

Source : Crewe Chronicle June 20" 1936 Source : Winsford Chronicle : 215t March 1948




B Preliminary Notice of Sale offiet
ALUABLE FREEHOLD AGRI
CULTURAL PROPERTIES at

ohn — | MOSTON, near SANDBACH.
died The IWATCH LANE FARM, 68 acres,

the occuration of My, *J, 3:"

FWALNUT TREE HOLDING ..'
! Two Detached Fields, 8 acres in
§ all (tenanted). b5
' To be offéred by auction at the
'ROYAL HOTEL, CREWF. on MON-
DAY, 2Znd SEPTEMBER, 1941,
Sale Particulars

-
I "

Sandbach. reparing.
His | HENRY MANLEY & SONS-
. T rsago. 29 ___Auctioneers

Source : Crewe Chronicle 10t July 1975 Source : Chester Chronicle 23" August 1941

After John Whittaker moved out, the new tenant after the war was Joseph Whittaker who
had previously farmed at Watch Lane Farm in Moston. Unless it is distant, there was no
family relationship between Joseph and John Whittaker.

In around 1900 the Farmhouse at Railway Farm was extended to the front and a further
extension added to the side shortly before the estate sale.

In 1915 or thereabouts, the Crewe estate was sold and Railway Farm and a lot of the
surrounding farms were purchased by Markham and Co who were interested in the land
primarily for salt extraction. At this stage some 65 acres on the south of the railway,
previously attached to Elton Hall Farm were passed to Railway Farm.

So when he arrived at Railway Farm after the 2" world war, Joseph Whittaker was a tenant
of British Soda. Once salt extraction in the area had ceased, the farms started to be sold off
with the sitting tenants being offered first refusal.

As such, it was Frederick Whittaker in 1987 who took the opportunity to become the
owner.

Joseph’s family have now been at Railway farm for nearly 75 years and it is currently
farmed by his grandson Andrew.



Chronological list of Owners and Occupiers

Year Source

1840 Tithe Map

1841
1851
1861
1871
1881
1891
1901
1911
1917
1921

| 1925
1933
1939
1948
1986
1968

Census
Census
Census
Census
Census
Census
Census
Census
Sale
Census
Sale
Rates
Register
Sale
Lease
Sale

2003 Assent

First Name
Hungerford
James

James

John

Charles
Charles
Charles
Charles
James H
Markham & Co
John Richard
British Soda Co
John Richard
John Richard
Joseph H
Frederick
Frederick
Andrew

Surname
Crewe
Walley
Walley
Williamson
Hollinshead
Hollinshead
Hollinshead
Hollinshead
Whittaker
Limited
Whittaker
Limited
Whittaker
Whittaker
Whittaker
Whittaker
Whittaker
Whittaker

Age
2

3
43
3
36
Ji
nfa
4
n/a
48
52
57
57
3
4

List of 1840 Field Names

Lived
1812-18%4
1778-1852
1778-1832
1795-1882
1832-1901
1832-1901
1832-1901
1875-1931  Farmer
1882-1919  Farmer
nfa  SaltMining
1887-1975  Farmer
nfa  SaltMining
1887-1975  Farmer
1887-1975  Farmer
1905-1986  Farmer
1929-2003  Farmer
1929-2003  Farmer
1960-  Farmer

Gentleman
Farmer
Farmer
Farmer
Farmer
Farmer
Farmer

Occupier
James Walley
James Walley

Occupation Status Acres Rent Other

Township Parish Ref  Owner

Elton Warmingham 346 Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 349 Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 390 Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 301 Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 332 Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 333 Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 330 Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 396 Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 397 Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 338 Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 368 Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 369  Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 3710 Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 3N Lord Crewe
Elton Warmingham 3712 Lord Crewe

James Walley
James Walley
James Walley
James Walley
James Walley
James Walley
James Walley
James Walley
James Walley
James Walley
James Walley
James Walley
James Walley

Owner 81 73 Crewe Hall Estate

Tenant

Tenant 88 105

Tenant 100 also Bottoms Farm

Tenant 103

Tenant 113

Tenant moved to White Hall Farm

Tenant son of Charles

Tenant

Owner 96 From Lord Crewe Estate Sale

Tenant Brother of James

Owner 96 From Lord Crewe Estate Sale

Tenant 156 1917 Took over Elton Hall Farm Land

Tenant

Tenant No relation

Tenant Son of Joseph H

Owner

Owner Son of Frederick

Name A R P Total Acres

Charming Field 5 3 38 6.0

Brook Field 6 0 22 6.1

Middle Field 6 2 10 6.6

House garden & Croft 3 0 20 3.1

Far Barn Croft 9 1 17 0.4

Acre and Small Croft 9 0 M 9.2

White Field 9 1 8 9.3
10 0 1.0

Oven Field 5 1 16 54

Near Lane Head Field I 0 20 11

Far Lane Head Field 6 0 18 6.1

Clover Field 9 3 27 2.9

Cobby Field 3 0 36 3.2

Copnall Field 6 1 27 6.4

Far Meadow 4 2 2 45

813



